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BATTLE FOR BROOKLYN 

2,000 show up, only 100 get a chance to speak 
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Who you callin' stoop-id? 

£ 


Students seek 
‘stoop culture’ 


The Brooklyn Papers 


It’s the white-collar economy, stoop- 
id! 

Brooklyn’s legendary brownstone stoops 
are little more than speed bumps for the bor- 
ough’s career-addled, stroller-burdened and 
iPod-addicted residents, a new Parsons 
School of Design study has found. 

“There are not a whole lot of people 
taking the time to sit on stoops anymore,” 
said Chelsea Briganti, one of three Par- 
sons undergraduates working on a report 
and an awareness campaign that they’ve 


Correction 

An article about a live creche in Ben- 
sonhurst (“Hurst’s living nativity scene hits 
half-century,” Dec. 23) misidentified the 
church hosting the event. The church was 
the New Utrecht Reformed Church, a 
Protestant congregation. The Papers re- 



Parsons School of Design researchers Essence Rodriquez, right, and Sarah 
Feldman are studying why Brooklynites don't use their stoops anymore. 
Here they enjoy a picturesque stoop on First Street in Park Slope. 
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192 Amity Street 

(between Court St. & Clinton St.) 


NEW ARRIVAL 

Anna Corinna "City Tote" 
Available in Black, Java, 
Blue, Tan & Plum 


shoes handbags jewelry accessories gifts 

www.BURKETALON.com 



WHO'S J 
YOUR 
DOGGY 

Premium Pet Food & Supply 3 


197 Adelphi Street (Corner of Willoughby Avenue) 

WE DELIVER •' 718-522-5244 


It s our 

Second Annual 
Post-Season Sale. 


With oavingo of up to 30% on 
ahnoot everything in the otore, we 
think you ’U be cu excited ao we are. 

HAYSTACK 
home e3 body 
130 Clinton Street 
(betw. Joralemon e3 Livingston) 
7182462510 


tided, “Sit Here.” 

Briganti said the project aims to under- 
stand and address “the decreasing culture 
of social interaction formerly known as 
‘stoop culture.’ ” 

So far the findings have been depress- 
ing. The youngest wave of Park Slope 
residents prefers bars to stoops. 

“They all say they wish there was more 
public culture,” Briganti said, “but they go 
to Southpaw [a Fifth Avenue rock club]” 
instead of sitting on stoops. 

At the same time, Brooklynites say 
they wish they had the time to kick back 
on their million-dollar urban verandas — 
just a pipe 

“We interviewed a lot of those people 
in, like, three minutes, as they rushed 
somewhere else,” she said. 

The Parsons study plays on that sepia- 
toned Brooklyn of nostalgia where neigh- 
bors had time to gossip and kids played 
outdoors (skullies, anyone?). 

But the stoop — from the Dutch 
“stoep,” or stairs — came to “Breuckelen” 
even before the Dodgers, as a vestige of a 
traditional class system that separated resi- 
dents from servants and hired help, who 
were required to use the 
ground-floor entrance below. 

“In the old days, people 
would load coal from the 
into the basement while the 
family that lived there and its 
guests would step up from the 
street into the house,” said 
Simeon Bankoff, director of the 
Historic District Council. 


The wide stone or concrete 
stair remained a talisman of fine 
homes until the 1920s, when 
street widening and building 
modernizations put it out of 
fashion. Air conditioning and 
TV hastened their demise. 

But even as their numbers 
dwindle, stoops play an impor- 
tant role in the borough’s social 
fabric, Bankoff said. 

“The stoop has always been 
the intermediary between the 
public and private realm,” he 
said. ‘It becomes almost an out- 

The students’ discovery that 
stoop use is declining is a bit 
ironic, considering a national 
preservation group recently 
called Brooklyn’s brownstones 
“a national treasure” right up 
there with the Grand Canyon. 

— Arietta Cohen 


YIN YANG YOGA 

GRAND OPENING!! 


Relax, Restore, Renew 

15% Off 'Til 12/31/06! 

mf M 748 Myrtle Avenue 

. J Brooklyn, NY 11205 

(718) 875-2648 

www.yinyangyoga.com * info@yinyangyoga.com 



Resolution No.1: 

get in shape for my other resolutions 


Solution: 

Winter Membership for $25/Week 

320,000 square feet of state-of-the-art facilities, including: swimming, squash, 
racquetball, fencing, martial arts, volleyball, and boxing, plus classes, weights, 
and endurance equipment to condition for these sports. 

Offer ends January 10 

Membership ends January 31, 2007 


EASTERN ATHLETIC 



Casale Jewelers 



OUT OF 

BUSINESS 


BROOKLYN STORE ONLY 

UP TO 75% OFF 
EVERYTHING 



Entire inventory being liquidated! 

■- O HUGE SELECTION 

Diamond Pendants • Diamond Earrings 
Diamond Engagement Rings • Pearls 
Gem Stones • and Much Much More! 




Casale Jewelers 

306 Court Street (at DeGraw) 

OPEN 7 DAYS UNTIL CHRISTMAS! M-F: 10-9, Sat: 10-7, Sun: 10-3 

miSWtf • 718-852-6344 
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• Local & Long Distance Services 


• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 
Casinos 

Myrtle 

* Car & Limo Service 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

rcTi 

(718)230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 


Looking for a 
better mailbox? 


Get 3 months free with a 1-year sei 


Mail forwarding” & holding, 
package notification, call-in 
MailCheck®, & more! 


93 Montague Street (at Hicks Street) 

718-802-0900 



FREE HOME 
MODIFICATIONS 

Free home modifications available to frail seniors 
and individuals with disabilities living in Brooklyn 
Community Boards 2, 3, 4, 8 & 16. 


To qualify, applicants mu 
no more than $19,146 at 


t have household incomes of 


Modifications will enable individuals to perform every- 
day tasks more independently and allow greater access 
to and within the home — e.g. installation of grab bars, 
walk-in shower, ramps, and widening doorways. 

For an application call 

Services for the UnderServed 

at 718.403.9846, ext. 248 
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The Most 

Memorable Funeral 

Ft. Greene can offer your loved one 

Enjoy the serenity of 
a comfortable chapel 
located in the historical 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area. 
Services customized to meet your needs. 
Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill 
for over 40 years 

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home 

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi 6t Carlton) 

(718) 625-4656 
Funeral Directors: 

Robert F. Cranford & Eva J. Cranford 


Ted Rothstein, DDS PhD 

ORTHODONTIST 

A winning smile is a priceless asset 
Clear OrthoClear 

BRACES , 

Standard Lingual 


(718) 852-1551 

Cosmetic Teeth Whitening Center — ^ 


Woman slapped 
Clark St. break-in 


By Gersh Kuntzman 
and Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A 29-year-old man was ar- 
rested after he broke into a 
woman’s Clark Street apart- 
ment on Dec. 19 and assaulted 
her, cops said. 

The man broke into the 
apartment, which is near Hicks 
Street, shortly after 10 pm and 
slapped the woman, pushing 
her into a wall and pulling her 
hair, police said. 

Details of the arrest were not 
available. 

iPod run 

A teenager’s iPod was stolen 
aboard the G train on Dec. 23, 
cops said. 

The teen got on the train at the 
Clinton/Washington Street station 
in Fort Greene, but when the train 
pulled into Hoyt/Schermerhom 
in Downtown at around 1 :40 pm, 
another teen approached and 
said, “You know what’s going to 
happen next, right? So run your 
iPod.” 

The victim handed over the 
popular digital music device, 
but the thief, age 16, was quick- 
ly apprehended and charged 
with robbery. 

Home alone 

While the sister’s away, the 
tourist gets played. 

A woman who left her key 
card with a security guard in 
her State Street building so that 
her visiting sister could use her 
apartment ended up having the 
flat broken into on Dec. 17. 

The guard did give the card 
to the sister, who spent the 
weekend without incident. 

But when the tenant re- 
turned, she found that $1,500 
was missing from the apart- 
ment, which is near Court 
Street. She did not suspect her 
sister, so told cops about the 
missing money. 

When police reviewed the 
videotape, they noticed a mid- 
night security guard leaving his 
post and taking the elevator up 
to the apartment. A review of 
the key card records show that 
he let himself in. 

The guard, 53, is being 
sought. 

Know the drill 

A New Jersey man who 
parked his car in font of a build- 
ing on Livingston Street near 
Nevins Street on Dec. 19 re- 
turned a few hours later to find 
that it had been broken into. 

He lost a power drill and a 
jigsaw, valued at $600 together. 

Blind man rob 

A 27-year-old blind man was 
mugged at knifepoint as he 
walked on Bond Street just be- 
fore midnight on Dec. 23, cops 

The victim said an unknown 
man came up to him, put the 
knife against his neck and said, 
“Don’t move or I’ll cut your 
throat.” Interpreting that as a 
demand for cash, the victim 
handed over $80. 

Being legally blind, he could 
not give the police a descrip- 
tion, the report indicated. 

Xmas snatch 

In the week before Christ- 
mas, there were, of course, nu- 
merous purse-snatchings in area 
stores, malls and on the street. 
Here are a few: 

•On Dec. 18, a woman 
shopping at a popular Fulton 
Mall sporting goods store left 
her pocketbook on a hanger as 
she tried on a jacket. When she 
returned, the wallet was miss- 
ing from inside the bag. It con- 
tained various cards, plus $75. 

• A woman was tending to 
her baby in front of 50 Court St. 
With her attention diverted to 
the tot for just a second, a thief 
lifted the purse off the back of 
the stroller and ran. She lost 



The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 

First Class 
Day Care 

at 167 Clermont Avenue 

between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 

. . .Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 


</ Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 

✓ New York State Certified teachers 

✓ Arts <& Crafts 

✓ Computers in Classrooms 

✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 
t/ Enrichment Programs 

✓ Full/Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 


Serving ages 2 - 6 

t/ Fully Air Conditioned 

✓ Indoor Gym 

✓ Integrated Program 
t/ Nutritional Breakfast/Lunch 

available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

✓ Reading Readiness 

✓ Safe and Nurtuing environment 
</ Spacious Well-Equipped 

classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 


POLICE BLOTTER 


various cards and $2, cops said. 

•A Georgia woman, who 
was taking a break from shop- 
ping at a fast food restaurant on 
Fulton Street, reached into her 
purse to pay for her burger and 
found that it was not there. The 
purse had contained a cellphone 
and various bankcards. 

Stabbing pain 

A man walking near the cor- 
ner of Nevins and Dean streets 
was stabbed from behind in the 
lower back, cops said. 

The stabbing occurred at 9 
pm and the 30-year-old victim 
never saw his assailant — ex- 
cept as he fled westbound on 
Dean Street after leaving the 
one-inch-deep wound. 

Binge burglar 

A Red Hook bar lost $500, an 
Apple iBook and a load of liquor 
to a thief who broke into the bar, 
at the comer of Van Brunt and Pi- 
oneer streets, in wee hours of 
Dec. 11, police said. 

One of the bar’s employees 
discovered the heist at 10 am 
the next morning. 

Bully alert 

A teenager leaving a Navy 
Street school on Dec. 21 was 
set upon by four bullies who 
demanded his cellphone. 

The thugs surrounded the 
17-y ear-old, who refused to 
hand over the Nextel phone. 
That’s when one of the perps 
started punching the victim, 
causing a fat lip. The other 
three boys stomped on him, as 
well, cops said. 

The cellphone was not taken. 

Bad dog (walker) 

A man walking his dog on 
Dec. 24 pulled out a gun and 
shot an 18-year-old. 

According to police, the teen 
knows her assailant, but refused 
to tell cops more about the 9 am 
incident at Third Avenue and 
St. Marks Place. 

Breaking news 

A beloved Brooklyn Heights 
newsstand became news itself 
when it was broken into late on 
Christmas Eve. 

Cops said a man cut through 
the roll-down security gate of 
the newsstand on Clinton Street 
near Atlantic Avenue just before 
midnight and helped himself to 
37 Lotto tickets, 65 cigarette 
cartons, nearly $370 in phone 
cards and $1,480 in cash. 

Plasma, stat! 

A 42-inch plasma-screen TV 
was stolen from an Albee Square 
apartment on Dec. 23, cops said. 

The residents were at work 
just before 9 am when a burglar 
climbed the rear fire escape and 
let himself in to the apartment. 
He helped himself to the flat- 
screen TV, valued at close to 
$4,000, and left. 

Nothing else was missing 
from the apartment, which is 
near the Fulton Mall. 

Rugged thieves 

A woman who left the country 
on vacation returned to find that 
$20,000 worth of antique mgs 
and other fancy goods had been 
pilfered from the empty abode. 

The Henry Street resident 
came home on Dec. 15 and told 
cops that two mgs — $10,000 
worth of threads — plus china, 
antique doilies and scarves were 
missing from the apartment, 
which is near Orange Street. 

Why MCA 

In what has become a week- 
ly Police Blotter ritual, cops say 
that another gym rat at the 
YMCA on Atlantic Avenue re- 
turned to his locker after a 
workout to find that the suppos- 
edly secure storage bin had 
been broken into. 

The 30-year-old victim lost 
his wallet, which contained 
credit cards and $80. He told 
police that he had used a com- 


bination lock. 

Stolen okra 

Call it the green economy. 
Fifteen cases of frozen veg- 
etables were stolen from a re- 
frigerated storage facility on 
Hamilton Avenue near Bowne 
Street on Dec. 10, police said. 

The hungry thief scored 
$1,000 worth of okra. 

Chilling wakeup 

A Cobble Hill man lost his 
computer — but not his sweet 
dreams — on Dec. 10 when a 
fleet-footed thief broke into his 
apartment near the comer of 
Warren and Congress streets, 


police said. 

The burglar broke in through 
a bedroom window and stole 
only the Compaq laptop before 
scurrying out. A cold breeze 
from the open window woke 
the slumbering victim only after 
the deed was done. 

Home invasion 2 

A woman lost thousands in 
jewelry and electronics when 
her Bond Street apartment was 
broken into on Dec. 23. 

She had left the apartment, 
which is at State Street, earlier 
that day. But when she returned 
just after 10 pm, she found that 
an air-conditioner had been 
pushed in and her Sony laptop, 
her Nokia cellphone, her pass- 
port, and assorted jewelry had 
been taken. 

She told cops that the value 


^SATNICK 


We offer quality service on 
all jewelry repairs or have 
your jewelry redesigned. 

Jewelry checked 
and cleaned 
FREE OF CHARGE. 


Hartley F. Satnick 
The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 

in all 5 boroughs 
of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 44 years 


Visit us at our new location 

1 87 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (7 18) 852-9697 • 

HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 1 1 :00am - 5:00pm 


Loose 

Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 


Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, T 

have the “Mini-Implant System” 

placed in less than two hours, J 

then go out and enjoy your 

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 


Leave packages with us. 
And worries behind. 


o packing and shipping. Stop in to find out what we can offer you. 

COPY SERVICE • OFFICE SUPPLIES 
FAX SERVICE • GIFT CARDS • BINDING LAMINATING 
PASSPORT PHOTOS • MAILBOX RENTALS 

COBBLE HILL VARIETY & MAILING CENTER 
495 Henry Street *(718) 852-8844 

Open 7 Days 'til 9pm Ivd* 





DharmaNYC 

Member AMTA & NCBTMB 

• Swedish • Shiatsu • Sports 
• Hot Stone • Deep Tissue 

917-923-1114 

COBBLE HILL 

Gift Certificates Available 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. s 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 

Dr. Tony is recognized 
as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 



“ “ “ “ “ ’ Call today for your FREE Consultation 

*0NLY $495 j 71 Q ooo eoac 
FOR DENTURE! ' 18-833b83t> 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge 
1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www.oraldentalcare.com 


Jabus Budding 
Corporation 

MASONRY SPECIALISTS 

^P" Construction Financing Available 
Purchase • Home Improvement 
Debt Consolidation Loans 

Jim & Deborah Buscarello 
— 98 Van Dyke Street • (718) 852-5364 



jr I e><7PY ELUTE. 


you still 
have time 

to prevent this 
I from happening. 


JOIN NOW 
FOR ONLY $20.07. 

Offer expires 1/31/2007 


FOR PEOPLE WHO 
LIKE TO PLAY 


348 Court Street corner of Court & Union Sts. Carroll Gardens, Brooklyn 

www.bodyelitegym.com 718 935 0088 


MIX IT UP! 



RE POP 

modern 

furnishings 

primitive 

design 

95% Recycled 

A VINTAGE WAREHOUSE 

peculiar 

collectibles 

68 Washington Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11205 

vintage 

clothing 

www.repopny.com 
WED thru SUN - Ham to 7pm 

monthly 

718 260 8032 

exhibitions 


Realty, Ltd. 

211 Court Street 
Brooklyn 

917.797.1351 
718.625.3700 x 112 

brooklynbridgerealty.com 


r.hin" °ceg» 

Chinese 

a W.M 
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Resolution No.1: 

get in shape for my other resolutions 


Solution: 

Winter Membership for $25/Week 

320,000 square feet of state-of-the-art facilities, including: swimming, squash, 
racquetball, fencing, martial arts, volleyball, and boxing, plus classes, weights, 
and endurance equipment to condition for these sports. 

Offer ends January 10 
Membership ends January 31, 2007 
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PROSPECT PARK 17 EASTERN PARKWAY AT GRAND ARMY PLAZA 718 789-4600 
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 43 CLARK STREET BETWEEN HENRY & HICKS 718 625-0500 
METROTECH 333 AD AMS STRE ET AT TH E MARRIOTT H OTE L 718330-0007 
TRIBECA 80 LEONARD STREET BETWEEN B ' WAY & CHURCH 212 966-5432 


MEMBERSHIP TERM FR 


DF JOINING THROUGH JANUARY 31 


)R FULL TERM OF MEMBERSHIP TO BE PAID IN ADVANCE. 


Beaten with chair 
on Christmas Eve 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A man walking near the 
comer of Fifth Avenue and St. 
Marks Place on Christmas 
Eve was beaten by two goons 
— and a chair, cops said. 

The muggers punched their 
holiday prey in the face before 
hitting him with a piece of out- 
door furniture they picked up 
from the street. Police said they 
later found the chair-grabber 
with marijuana in his shoe and 
arrested him. 

No gentleman 

A woman’s cellphone was 
stolen by a man sitting next to 
her on a Manhattan-bound R 
train on Dec. 18, police said. 

The woman got on the train 
at Union Street around 1 1 am, 
and one stop later, her neighbor 
jumped off the train with her 
phone in tow. 

In a police report, she called 
the man who snatched her cell a 
“gentleman.” 

Bar break 

In the wee hours of Dec. 24, 
a burglar broke into a 12th 
Street bar and escaped with 
$100, cops said. 

The non-Santa broke in 
through a side door of the 
drinking spot, which is near 
Eighth Avenue, leaving only a 
pane of broken glass as a clue. 

Got direction? 

Sometimes you just need 
something to tell you where to 
go with your life. 

A thief broke into a car 
parked near the comer of Fifth 
Avenue and 16th Street at 1 pm 
on Dec. 22 and stole the car’s 
$3,000 GPS navigation system, 
police said. 

Wrong ’partment 

A man walked into his apart- 
ment near Union Street and 
Fourth Avenue on Dec. 22 to find 
some fancy camera equipment 
and $100 missing, police said 

A neighbor had seen the bur- 
glar enter the apartment, but let 
him escape because he said he 
had gone into “the wrong apart- 

Patient p’pocket 

A woman’s wallet was lifted 
from her coat during an appoint- 
ment with her Seventh Avenue 


physical therapist on Dec. 18. 

The trusting patient left her 
jacket on a coat rack while she 
saw the doc, whose office is 
near Fifth Street. When she re- 
turned to fetch her belongings, 
the pocket of the jacket had 
been opened and her wallet had 
been stolen. 

Security cameras didn’t catch 
the pickpocket. 

Blade face 

A man walking near the cor- 
ner of Seventh Street and 
Fourth Avenue was cut in the 
face and robbed by a man 
wearing a military green sweat- 
shirt and wielding a razor, cops 

The bloody mugging oc- 


curred at 7 pm on Dec. 18. 
Minutes earlier, the victim, who 
lives in Williamsburg, had been 
visiting with his brother. 

The assailant fled westbound 
on Seventh Street with his 
prey’s black leather wallet. 

Unholy crime 

’Tis the season to rob a 
church. 

A bandit wearing blue jeans 
and a low-slung hat broke into 
a cathedral near Sixth Avenue 
and Park Place on Dec. 22, po- 
lice said. 

After kicking in a locked 
door, the hood stole a blessedly 
small sum of $35 before getting 
frightened and fleeing through 
the building’s grand entrance. 


Not computing 

A thief broke into an apart- 
ment at 14th Street near Fourth 
Avenue on Dec. 20 and stole a 
computer and $200, according 
to a police report. 

The perp broke in through 
the front door and left before 
the tenant returned home at 4 

A neighbor said she didn’t 
hear a thing. 

Gone postal 

A Park Slope resident lost 
$1,600 while waiting on line at 
a post office on Ninth Street 
near Fifth Avenue, police said. 

The victim placed a cash- 
stuffed envelope on a counter- 
top while she waited around 
4:30 pm on Dec. 21. 

When she looked back at the 
counter a few minutes later, the 
envelope was gone. 


Residents battle over 
sale of church's garden 


By Nica Lalli 

for The Brooklyn Papers 


If you can’t beat ’em, buy ’em. 

That was one strategy put forward by oppo- 
nents of the Church of Gethsemane’s planned sale 
of its garden on the comer of Eighth Avenue and 
10th Street. 

About 15 people met last week in 
a brownstone near the vacant lot to 
plot a strategy to stop the impending 
sale — and one idea that emerged 
was to raise millions to buy the site 
and forever protect it from develop- 

Raising that kind of money to 
save a small lot one block from 
Brooklyn’s best park isn’t easy — so 
members of the so-called “church- 


green is next to impossible, and that the church, 
which ministers to former prisoners and the indi- 
gent, is free to sell its holdings to raise money for 
its mission. 

Residents vowed to block any attempt by the 
buyer — whose identity has not been released — 
to rezone the lot or secure curb cuts that would 
eliminate one or two street parking spaces. 



from the offices of City Councilman 
Bill DeBlasio (D-Park Slope) and 
Assemblyman Jim Brennan (D-Park 
Slope) to pony up some funds from 
the state’s pork pool. 

But both reps — Phil Jones for 
DeBlasio and Ann Schaetzel for The Church of Gethsemane on Eighth Avenue in 
Brennan — said raising that kind of Slope is selling its lush garden to a developer. 
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Toxic' worksite has Verizon 
employees fearing for lives 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The union representing 150 
Verizon workers has lodged a 
complaint against the telecom- 
munication giant saying it had 
not done anything about can- 


cer-causing benzene that is be- 
neath their Gowanus Canal 
worksite. 

The union, Local 109 of the 
Communication Workers of 
America, said Verizon may 
have violated state safety laws 
by not informing workers that 
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benzene — a gasoline byprod- 
uct that can cause cancer if in- 
haled — was underneath their 
workplace. 

The underground toxic 
plume was revealed last week 
in The Brooklyn Papers. Some 
engineers believe that the Veri- 
zon site is the epicenter of the 
spreading toxic cloud (see 

“Let’s say 10 years down the 
line we get sick and it can be at- 
tributed to the high benzene. 
What happens then?” asked 
Jasper Clarke, a field technician 
who has worked at the site for a 
decade. 

Verizon used the Third Av- 
enue office and parking lot as a 
fuel station until the late 1990s 
when the cost of insuring the 
station’s underground gas tanks 
became too great, workers at the 
site said. In the decades before 
the tanks were removed, there 
were five oil spills there, accord- 
ing to the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation. 

One worker said that em- 



The epicenter of the toxic plume is 175 Third Street. 
But reports indicate that it has reached the Whole 
Foods site and may continue to spread. 


ployees at the canal-front repair 
station had not been protected 
from harmful vapors when 
some gas tanks were excavated 
a few years ago. 

“There was no warning of 
hazardous materials, no gas 
masks, nothing,” said Marion 
Mike, a shop steward with Lo- 
cal 109. “The only thing they 
told us was that we couldn’t 
park [on the site] while they 
were digging.” 

Clarke said he now wondered 
whether two co-workers who re- 
cently died of cancer had gotten 
the disease from working there. 

“They worked here for 10 
years before they got sick,” he 

A spokesman for Verizon 
told The Brooklyn Papers that 
the company “was reviewing 
the reports of the engineers and 
the history and uses” of the site. 

"In all likelihood, we are not 
the source of the problem,” said 
the spokesman, John Bonomo, 
adding that oil spills on the site 
had been cleaned in 2003. 
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Who you callin' stoop-id? 


The Brooklyn Papers 

It’s the white-collar econo- 
my, stoop-id! 

Brooklyn’s legendary brown- 
stone stoops are little more than 
speed bumps for the borough’s 
career-addled, stroller-burdened 
and iPod-addicted residents, a 
new Parsons School of Design 
study has found. 

“There are not a whole lot 
of people taking the time to sit 
on stoops anymore,” said 
Chelsea Briganti, one of three 
Parsons undergraduates work- 
ing on a report and an aware- 
ness campaign that they’ve ti- 
tled, “Sit Here.” 

Briganti said the project aims 
to understand and address “the 
decreasing culture of social in- 
teraction formerly known as 
‘stoop culture.’ ” 

So far the findings have 
been depressing. The youngest 
wave of Park Slope residents 
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prefers bars to stoops. 

“They all say they wish there 
was more public culture,” Brig- 
anti said, “but they go to South- 
paw [a Fifth Avenue rock club]” 
instead of sitting on stoops. 

At the same time, Brook- 
lynites say they wish they had 
the time to kick back on their 
million-dollar urban verandas 
— but Briganti sensed that it 
was just a pipe dream. 

“We interviewed a lot of 
those people in, like, three min- 
utes, as they rushed somewhere 
else,” she said. 

The Parsons study plays on 
that sepia-toned Brooklyn of 
nostalgia where neighbors had 
time to gossip and kids played 
outdoors (skullies, anyone?). 

But the stoop — from the 
Dutch “stoep,” or stairs — 
came to “Breuckelen” even be- 
fore the Dodgers, as a vestige 
of a traditional class system that 
separated residents from ser- 
vants and hired help, who were 
required to use the ground-floor 
entrance below. 

“In the old days, people 
would load coal from the street 
into the basement while the 
family that lived there and its 
guests would step up from the 
street into the house,” said 
Simeon Bankoff, director of the 
Historic District Council. 

The wide stone or concrete 
stair remained a talisman of fine 
homes until the 1920s, when 
street widening and building 
modernizations put it out of 
fashion. Air conditioning and 
TV hastened their demise. 

But even as their numbers 
dwindle, stoops play an impor- 
tant role in the borough’s social 
fabric, Bankoff said. 

“The stoop has always been 


Parsons School of Design researchers Essence Rodriquez, 
right, and Sarah Feldman are studying why Brooklynites 
don't use their stoops anymore. Here they enjoy a pictur- 
esque stoop on First Street in Park Slope. 

the intermediary between the ironic, considering a national 
public and private realm,” he preservation group recently 
said. “It becomes almost an out- called Brooklyn’s brownstones 
door room.” “a national treasure” right up 

The students’ discovery that there with the Grand Canyon, 
stoop use is declining is a bit — Ariella Cohen 


Bandanna thugs hit woman 


The Brooklyn Papers 


Two thugs wearing white bandannas as- 
saulted a woman as she walked on Smith 
Street around midnight on Dec. 20, police said. 

The masked bandits approached the victim 
from behind, pushed her to the ground and put a 


handgun to her neck, police said. 

The goons left the 20-year-old woman on the 
ground and ran off with her wallet — but not 
before she got a good look at them. 

Police later caught one of the perps with the 
woman’s wallet wedged in his shoe. 

— Ariella Cohen 
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Correction 

An article about a live creche 
in Bensonhurst (“Hurst’s living 
nativity scene hits half-century,” 
Dec. 23) misidentified die 
church hosting the event. The 
church was the New Utrecht 
Reformed Church, a Protestant 
congregation. The Papers re- 
grets the error. 
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OUR FIRST-EVER HOUSE DELEGATION SMACKDOWN PITS FOSSELLA AGAINST CHARLIE 


Pro-war Vito vs. anti-war Rangel on draft 



By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

New York City’s sole Repub- 
lican Congressman and most 
hawkish supporter of the war in 
Iraq is trying to stymie the city’s 
most anti-war Democrat in his 
efforts to reinstitute the draft. 

Rep. Vito Fossella (R-Bay 
Ridge) wants the soon-to-be- 
Democrat-controlled Congress 
to bring Manhattan Rep. Char- 
lie Rangel’s legislation to a vote 
— so he can vote no, of course. 

“I oppose the draft,” Fossella 
told The Brook- 
lyn Papers. "I 
don’t think 


volunteer force has served this 
country well and will continue to 
serve this country.” 

In taking his anti-draft stance, 
and sending out a press release 
about it, Fossella is direcdy chal- 
lenging his more dovish col- 
league, who argues that children 
of the elite should bear the same 
burdens of warfare 
as the children 
of minorities 
^ and under- 
rT privileged 

-i - who comprise 

J the bulk of our 

would nev- 


smm. 

iowh 

won a purple heart in the Kore- 
an War. 

“How can [supporters of the 
war] not support the military 
draft when the growing burden 
on our uniformed troops is ob- 
vious, and the unfairness and 
absence of shared sacrifice in 
the population cannot be chal- 
lenged?” asked Rangel. 

The Brooklyn Papers asked 
Fossella — who never served 
in the military — if he thought 
there was anything inconsistent 
in being pro-war and anti-draft, 
his reply was succinct: “No.” 

He refused to elaborate, but 
later his office did. 

“To the extent that it’s rele- 
vant, the makeup of the mili- 
tary is mostly representative 
of America, based on race, in- 
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come and education,” said his 
spokesman, Craig Donner. 

“A recent study by the Her- 
itage Foundation [a conservative 
think tank] found that the per- 
centage of low-income recruits 
(from the poorest one-fifth of 
America’s ZIP codes) has been 
on the decline, from 18 percent 
in 1999 to 13.7 percent in 2005,” 


said Donner. “The study also 
found the percentage of recruits 
from the wealthiest ZIP codes in- 
creased marginally during that 

Rangel’s office would not 
comment on Fossella’s opposi- 
tion to the draft legislation. 

But the issue is not just one 
of class. It’s also one of sheer 


numbers. 

Many experts have said the 
military is spread so thin, with 
141,000 troops now in Iraq, that 
it would not be able to engage 
other members of the so-called 
“Axis of Evil” (Iran and North 
Korea), let alone meet ongoing 
challenges in the still-unwon 
war in Afghanistan. 


Meanwhile, aspiring presi- 
dential candidate Sen. John Mc- 
Cain (R- Arizona) has called for 
significandy raising the number 
of troops in Iraq to quell what 
NBC News famously now calls 

With or without Fossella’s 
support, Rangel’s legislation 
doesn’t stand much of a chance, 


if history is anything to go by. 

As Fossella pointed out in his 
letter, the House voted another 
version of Rangel’s bill down in 
2004, with a resounding tally of 
402 to 2. 

And incoming Speaker Nan- 
cy Pelosi (D-Califomia) came 
out in opposition to Rangel’s 
legislation in November. 


Calf with a beef goes on the lam 


By Matthew Lysiak 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

“Herbie the Hereford” is enjoying a 
well-deserved rest in upstate New York 
as a new owner appears ready to give 
the wayward calf a permanent home. 

“We have someone interested in pro- 
viding Herbie a loving home with eight 
acres and a bam,” said Robin Henderson, 
an animal care giver at Woodstock 
Farms. “This calf has been through a lot 
of trauma and this new owner could be 
the perfect fit.” 

The 4-month-old Hereford calf was 
on the way to the slaughterhouse last 
Wednesday when he escaped into the 
streets of Bay Ridge, setting off a wild 
goose chase that briefly cowed local au- 
thorities. 

“This cow could sense what was 
about to happen and did the right thing,” 
said Najiyya Ali of the Center for Animal 
Care and Control. 

The excitement began when “Herbie,” 
saw an opportunity to bolt as the owner 
attempted to transfer the calf into a truck 
for the trip to the slaughterhouse near a 
busy Sixth Avenue intersection. 

The calf’s ran for freedom was an un- 
usual brand of excitement for residents 
who are still getting accustomed to the 
idea of sharing Bay Ridge with wild rac- 

Video of the cow chase posted shortly 
afterwards on the Internet showed the 
calf in a furious gallop with police in hot 
pursuit. 

The excitement was short lived as au- 
thorities quickly had the animal tranquil- 
ized and in custody, but instead of hand- 
ing the cow back to the owner, a 
Christmas miracle of sorts occurred (at 
least as far as the cow was concerned). 

“The owner did not have the appropri- 
ate paperwork to be transporting the 
calf,” Ali said, who was responsible for 
the nickname “Herbie the Hereford.” 

Without the paperwork, the cow was 
confiscated by police and brought to the 
CACC, which turned him over to the 
Woodstock Farm, an animal sanctuary in 


upstate New York. 

It’s no surprise that Herbie feels safe at 
the sanctuary, whose motto is “Make 
Love, not Burgers” and offers a poster of 
a rabbit holding a protest sign reading, 
“Get your own damn fur!” 


Herbie remains a bit skeptical of peo- 
ple, though. 

“He was freaked out because his for- 
mer owner treated him like a piece of 
meat,” Henderson said. “But we have all 
been just loving on him.” 


Henderson also said Herbie allows 
handlers to pet him and feed him with a 
bottle. 

“Calves are just as smart as dogs,” Hen- 
derson said. “Just think about Herbie the 
next time you want to eat a hamburger.” 


Who you callin' stoop-id? 

Searching for the lost 'stoop culture' 



Parsons School of Design researchers Essence Ro- 
driquez, right, and Sarah Feldman are studying why 
Brooklynites don't use their stoops anymore. Here they 
enjoy a picturesque stoop on First Street in Park Slope. 


The Brooklyn Papers 

It’s the white-collar 
economy, stoop-id! 

Brooklyn’s legendary 
brownstone stoops are little 
more than speed bumps for 
the borough’s career-addled, 
stroller-burdened and iPod- 
addicted residents, a new Par- 
sons School of Design study 
has found. 

“There are not a whole lot 
of people taking the time to 
sit on stoops anymore,” said 
Chelsea Briganti, one of 
three Parsons undergradu- 
ates working on a report and 
an awareness campaign that 
they’ve titled, “Sit Here.” 
Briganti said the project 
aims to understand and ad- 
dress “the decreasing culture 
of social interaction formerly 
known as ‘stoop culture.’ ” 
So far the findings have 
been depressing. The young- 
est wave of Park Slope resi- 
dents prefers bars to stoops. 

“They all say they wish 
there was more public cul- 
ture,” Briganti said, “but 
they go to Southpaw [a Fifth 
Avenue rock club]” instead 


of sitting on stoops. 

At the same time, Brook- 
lynites say they wish they 
had the time to kick back on 
their million-dollar urban ve- 
randas — but Briganti 
sensed that it was just a pipe 

"We interviewed a lot of 
those people in, like, three 
minutes, as they rushed 
somewhere else,” she said. 

The Parsons study plays 
on that sepia-toned Brooklyn 
of nostalgia where neighbors 
had time to gossip and kids 
played outdoors (skullies, 
anyone?). 

But the stoop — from the 
Dutch "stoep,” or stairs — 
came to “Breuckelen” even 
before the Dodgers, as a ves- 
tige of a traditional class sys- 
tem that separated residents 
from servants and hired 
help, who were required to 
use the ground-floor en- 

“In the old days, people 
would load coal from the 
street into the basement 
while the family that lived 
there and its guests would 
step up from the street into 


the house,” said Simeon 
Bankoff, director of the His- 
toric District Council. 

The wide stone or concrete 
stair remained a talisman of 
fine homes until the 1920s, 
when street widening and 
building modernizations put it 
out of fashion. Air conditioning 


and TV hastened their demise. 

The students’ discovery that 
stoop use is declining is a bit 
ironic, considering a national 
preservation group recently 
called Brooklyn’s brownstones 
“a national treasure” right up 
there with the Grand Canyon. 

— Ariella Cohen 
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By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 


68th Precinct 


Beware the dark-colored 
SUV. At least twice in the past 
week, four masked men in a 
dark SUV have driven up to a 
lone pedestrian, jumped out of 
the car wielding a baseball 
bat, and attacked and robbed 
the victim. 

In the first incident, a woman 
was walking down Bay Ridge 
Avenue near Ridge Boulevard 
on Christmas Eve when three 
men emerged from a double- 
parked red SUV, their faces 
covered in “cloth” and one 
brandishing a baseball bat. 

They began to chase the 42- 
year-old victim and grabbed her 
Kenneth Cole tote, causing her 
to fall to the ground. When they 
fled, a witness called 911. The 
victim lost only personal papers. 

Less than an hour later, a 17- 
year-old man was walking on 
85th Street near 14th Avenue 
when a black SUV pulled 
alongside him. Four men with 
bandannas covering their faces 
— at least one also wore a 
snorkel — descended from the 
car and yelled, “Give me all 
you got!” 

The victim handed over his 
cellphone, but it wasn’t enough; 
one of the men proceeded to 
strike the victim with a baseball 
bat, fracturing his left hand. 

The other men ruffled 
through the victim’s pockets, 
then the quartet fled. The victim 
was taken to Victory Memorial 
Hospital. 

There was a third similar in- 
cident four days earlier, albeit 
not involving an SUV. In this 
case, a man was walking at 
82nd Street near Fourth Avenue 
on his way to the subway at 
around 10 pm when a man in a 
ski mask and snorkel blocked 
his way, punched him in the 
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• 65 years in business • Friendly, courteous people 

• Fast, reliable service • Serving all five boroughs 

• Radio dispatched • Airport transportation 

• Nice cars • Corporate accounts welcome 


Open 24 hours / 7 days a week 

(718) 238-4440 • (718) 972-5900 


Fast Alterations 
Dry Cleaning 


Tailor J, Inc. 

278 73rd St. 
(718) 833-8725 

tailorj.com 
Mon-Sat: 8:00am-7pm 


Mailbox Suites 


2 months FREE! 

when you purchase 10 months @ $14.98/mo. 

plus FREE incoming fax service 


1,000 BUSINESS CARDS - $40 


fwtw Authorized FedEx Shipping Center 

Ground & Express FedEx Air pick up 7pm daily (Sat. @ 2pm) 


face, and then fled. 

The victim, a 16-year-old 
Staten Islander, had his lip 
stitched up at Staten Island Uni- 
versity Hospital. Nothing was 
reported stolen. 

The precinct did not return 
phone calls about the possible 
relationship between these sus- 
piciously similar incidents. 

Bank job 

A short man with brown 
eyes walked into a Bay Ridge 
bank last Thursday afternoon 
and slipped a teller a note: “I 
have a gun. Don’t make me 
start shooting. Pass me all the 
100s and 50s and 20s. Don’t 
press the alarm or try to give 
me dye packs!” 

The robber then leaned over 
the counter and reiterated his 
demands. 

The teller at the bank, which 
is on Bay Parkway near 75th 
Street, handed over $2,390, and 
the robber fled down 75th 
Street. 

Caught on tape 

A woman waiting in line at a 
popular department store on 
Dec. 21 dropped her wallet on 
the floor, and two people on line 
behind her walked off with it. 

The 43-year-old victim did- 
n’t know what had happened 
until police reviewed the securi- 
ty tapes at the store, which is on 
86th Street between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues. She lost $380, 
three credit cards, and her $100 
Louis Vuitton purse. 

Gym break-in 

A worker at a Bay Ridge 
gym locked up the office for a 
few minutes on Christmas Eve 
morning, but when she returned 
just 17 minutes later, the door 
was unlocked, and $6,000 
worth of electronics had been 


When she called her card com- 
pany, she was told that the thief 
had already rung up $93 in 
Metrocards. 

A day earlier, a 22-year-old 
man who fell asleep on the N 
train, woke to discover that 
someone had reached into his 
bag and stolen his credit cards 
and electronics. 

Fenced in 

A man approached a woman 
from behind, shoved her into a 
metal fence and swiped her 
purse on Dec. 21. 

The 23-year-old was walking 
along West Eighth Street to- 
ward Avenue U at around 7:45 
pm when the purse-snatching 
occurred. 

She lost her keys, $20, and a 
debit card. 

Lingerie spree 

Victoria’s Secret may not be 
the highest-end lingerie shop, 
but someone managed to spend 
ajaw-dropping $1,126.49 using 
a stolen credit card. The legiti- 
mate owner of the card discov- 
ered the unauthorized purchase 
on Dec. 22. 

It’s unclear what sort of lin- 
gerie was purchased. 

But according to the Victo- 
ria’s Secret Web site, $1,126.49 
can get you 225 pairs of panties 
(nearly enough to last a year 


without doing laundry), or 37 

Bike robbers 

Bicycle-haters can add an- 
other complaint to their long list 
of grievances. 

Two black-clad cyclists ped- 
aled up behind a woman walk- 
ing down Kings Highway near 
West Eighth Street on Dec. 18 
at 10 pm and snatched her 

The 49-year-old victim re- 
ported that the act of purse- 
snatching was a graceful one — 
she was neither pushed nor 
grabbed. 

The two men then sped away 
down Kings Highway. 

The victim lost $60, a credit 
card and her Social Security 

Close shave 

A man risked arrest on Dec. 
20 for a good shave. 

The man, who cops say was 
about 18 years old, walked into 
a drug store on Kings Highway 
between West 11th and West 
12th streets and snagged some 
Gillette Fusion razors. 

When a store employee ap- 
proached the suspect, he pulled 
out a box cutter and warned, 
“Back off! I’ll cut you.” 

He fled on foot — with the 
razors, of course. 


stolen. 

The gym, on 89th Street be- 
tween Fourth and Fifth av- 
enues, lost a $5,000 Sony 
stereo system, a $300 fax ma- 
chine, two flat-panel monitors 
worth a total of $500, and $120 
in cash. 


Bad dreams 

Two Bensonhurst residents 
may have been dreaming of a 
white Christmas as they dozed 
on the train, but the hooligans 
eyeing them had visions of far 
more lucrative sugarplums to 

Two subway riders were 
robbed on two consecutive 
nights at around 3 am as they 
slept soundly on the N and D 
trains heading into Benson- 

On the morning before Christ- 
mas, a 19-year-old woman got 
onto the Brooklyn-bound D train 
at West Fourth Street in Manhat- 
tan and promptly nodded off. 

When she awoke at 25th Av- 
enue, she found that someone 
had snatched her credit card. 
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Smartmom's top ten things 
that went RIGHT in 2006 


I N THESE LAST DAYS OF 
the year, Smartmom is 
busy, busy, busy organizing 
drawers and closets. Christmas 
night, she took all of Oh So 
Feisty One’s shirts 
out of her shirt draw- — ^ 

er, refolded them and 
put them back in by 
color and style. 

Then she hit the ar- 
moire in the foyer, 
which is stuffed full 
of art supplies, chil- 
dren’s games, and all 
manner of miscellaneous junk 
like Littlest Pet Shop figurines, 
botdes of dried non-toxic poster 
paint, file folders filled with 
Teen Spirit’s pre-school art, and 
more ceramic bowls from Paint 
Your Own Pottery than anyone 
could possibly need. 

The day after 
Christmas, 

Smartmom, re- 
folded everything 


John F. Kennedy famously 
said, “Ask not what your coun- 
try can do for you; ask what 
you can do for your country,” 
but he should have added, 


SMART 

mom 
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BY STOKKE™ 

The chair that grows with the child™ 


By Louise Crawford 


“...and when you run out of 
ideas, the cabinet underneath 
the sink is a whopping mess.” 
Yet daily life goes on. The 
clock ticks, the Internet connec- 
tion hums, the children need 
dinner and there is the laundry 
(cleaned at the seriously nice 


in her o\ 




and sweater 
drawers. 

Later she went 
through Teen 
Spirit’s dresser 
and pulled out 
everything that 
doesn’t fit any- 
more. Black 
jeans with a 



30 w 


it: Out. 


Small or medium 
Threadless brand 
t-shirts: Out (no 
matter how cool 
the design). 

Then, she put 

all these non-fit- 
ting items in a bag for Housing 
Works and folded the rest. Neat 
as a pin. It should stay that way 
for at least five hours. 

Later, when OSFO was busy 
playing with her new Nintendo 
DL, Smartmom made a beeline 
for the toys on her over-stuffed 
shelves. Out with the old, in 
with the new; Smartmom filled 
a couple of shopping bags full 
of toys that OSFO never touch- 
es. She doesn’t have enough 
space for what’s she’s got let 
alone all of her new Christmas 
and Hanukkah gifts (Uh oh, she 
noticed...). 

So what gives? Why all this 
straightening? 

Smartmom doesn’t need her 
fabulous therapist to tell her that 
she gets a feeling of control 
from all this organizing. 

The world is going to hell in 
a Key Food basket, and there’s 
not a whole lot she can do 

T HERE’S A WAR ON IN 
Iraq, and hideous conflict 
all over the world. Glob- 
al warming is an inconvenient 
truth and the Atlantic Yards 
project was approved. AIDS is 
destroying Africa and there are 
more impoverished people than 
voters on American Idol. 

There’s little she feels she 
can do in her daily life to allevi- 
ate the pain and suffering of 
those around the world, right 
around the comer, and in her 
very own extended family. 

So the cleaning is her way of 
coping with feelings of hope- 
lessness. Things may fall apart 
and the center may not hold, 
but, boy, can she re-fold 
OSFO’s shirts. 


verses & 
reverses 

BY LEON FREILICH 


Once again, we invited Leon 
Freilich, the poet laureate of Park 
Slope, to weigh in with some 
low-cal verse. This week, he 
steered into controversy with his 
poetic offering, “I like bike.” 

I think no one can ever ex- 
The actual use of the bicycle 
It cuts the cruising space for 



Despite troubled national and interna- 
tional affairs, some things (and people) 
make Smartmom's life just "Ducky." 






Peruvian laundry on Sixth Av- 
enue) to be put away. 

T he daily grind 

keeps Smartmom going 
when nothing else does. 
So, from the home office on 
Third Street, here’s Smart- 
mom’s top 10 list of the ordi- 
nary things that helped her get 
through a lousy 2006: 

1 . Smartmom’s solitary first 
cup of coffee of the day, while 
listening to NPR in the kitchen 
(and the new toaster that does- 
n’t bum her toast). 

2 . The innocent post on Park 
Slope Parents that sparked a 
flurry of gender-related contro- 
versy: “Friday, at the comer of 
1 1th Street and Eighth Avenue, 
[I found an] adorable navy blue, 
or maybe black, fleece hat with 
triangles jutting out of it of all 
different colors.” Just don’t call 
it a “boy’s” hat in Park Slope! 

3 . Her daily breakfast con- 
versations with Teen Spirit be- 
fore OSFO and Hepcat wake 
up. 

4 . Running into the oh-so-in- 
dependent OSFO with her 
school friends on Seventh Av- 
enue during lunch hour. 

5 . Watching two-year-old 
Ducky push her toy stroller and 
bunny baby down First Street. 
And Ducky kisses. 

6 . Hepcat’s photographs of 
the Gowanus at dusk. And his 
scallop risotto. 

7 . Mr. Kravitz’s new kidney 
courtesy of Mrs. Kravitz. 

8 . The Smartmom readers 
who stop her on the street and 
tell her which column they 
liked (or didn’t). 

9 . Standing with OSFO in- 
side a voting booth at John Jay 
High School and giving George 
W. Bush a thumpin’. 

10. That blessed time of day 
when Smartmom clears all the 
books, coins, and Build-a-Bears 
off her bed, lies in it, reads a 
book, and drifts slowly off to 
sleep. Ahhhh. 

Louise Crawford, who lives in 
Park Slope, also produces the 
Web site, " Only the blog knows 
Brooklyn." 
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JEWISH PRESCHOOL 


■ Warm, loving, experienced care for babies, H 
toddlers and young children up to 5 years. H 


In the heart of Brooklyn Heights - Close to all transportation 

Call Shternie Raskin for a tour: (718) 596-4840 x25 
117 Remsen Street (between Clinton & Henry Sts) 


FAMILY CLASSIFIEDS 


Entertainment II Instruction 


Rico the Clown 

Magician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 

Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 
"University Professor of Speech & Communications" 

718-434-9697 

917-318-9092 



DRUM LESSONS 



SLOPE MUSIC 


Photography 


— 
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1 718.369.0244 nikibistudio.com | 
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SAT Test Prep/Tutoring 

Princeton Grad - 1500 SAT 10+ 
yrs exp teaching SAT and writing 


(718) 501-5111. 


Reducing them to creeping 


And when 
double-park, 

The car's at sea, like a sleep- 
ing shark. 

Though nobody's apt to go 
and abuse it, 

Who's ever seen a biker use 
it? 

Two-wheelers can't be beat for 

But a lane? Here's hoping the 
city bans it. 

The opinions expressed — 
in verse! — by Leon Freilich 
should never be construed as 
the official position of The 
Brooklyn Papers. 
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Inc. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment ° Spacious Classrooms 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 


□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 
Q Indoor Gym facilities 


□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


THE YEAR 


2006 


IN REVIEW 


■ 


Marty’s humble opinion 


Beep sits down with The Papers, says we're biased 


When Borough President Mark- 
owitz agreed to sit down for a year- 
in-review interview with our editor, 
Cersh Kuntzman, the fur started fly- 
ing from the moment Kuntzman 
pressed "record" on his MP3 player. 
Markowitz didn't waste any time get- 
ting into the year's biggest story — 
Forest City Ratner's Atlantic Yards 
development. (Hear the interview at 
BrooklynPapers.com.) 

Q: Did you see our banner headline 
on the front page this week? "AP- 
PROVED." 

A: Look, The Paper, in my humble opinion 
— and I have a right to criticize — is over- 
whelmingly anti- [Atlantic Yards], Not just 
the editorials, which you have every right to 
do, but the stories are tilted every freaking 
time. That’s my humble opinion. I’m sorry, 
it is NOT a balanced newspaper. It’s not. 

Editorially, you can blast away ’til King- 
dom Come. But it is so overwhelmingly 
against Atlantic Yards. Everyone knows 
that if there is any way to attack the project, 
The Brooklyn Papers will be there to do so. 
Q: Do you think any paper in the dty 
has analyzed this project credibly 
and with integrity? 

A: I think the Times has. They have seri- 
ously written things that were definitely 
pro, middle and anti. Whatever issues that 
the antis have raised, they have definitely 
not ignored it. Your paper says, “We’re 
against it, so f — it.” 

Q: Has there been a story in The Pa- 
pers that had a factual inaccuracy? 

A: What is fact? If you’re going to put in 
your paper that Ratner put up [surveillance] 
cameras on his building — 

Q: We never wrote a word about 
that! 

A: He has a right to put up cameras and pro- 
tect the area. One of those nut jobs — you 
don’t know who can come by [and cause a] 
fire — and then put the blame on him! 

Q: Did we write about that? 

A: I didn’t say you wrote about it! But all I 
can tell you is that he has to protect what he 
has there. But let’s get on with your questions. 

Q: I didn't bring it up. I merely said I 
thought our headline last week, "Ap- 
proved," was a good headline. 

A: You were being factual. OK. Great head- 

Q: What were the three best things 
that happened to Brooklyn this year 
and why? 

A: The cruise ship terminal opening in 
Brooklyn. Promise made, promise kept. It 
will be a growing industry and opens the 
doors to a lot of tourism opportunities, 
making Brooklyn a destination of choice, 
especially if the cruise ship industry ex- 
pands to the other pier . . . And someday, 
Brooklyn will be a port of call. 

The second thing of course is Democratic 
control of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate. Brooklyn, like most urban centers, 
is impacted by federal policies as they relate 
to health care and under-employment and af- 
fordable housing. Also, we lost a significant 
number of men and women in the war in Iraq 
... It all impacts the quality of life that we 
want to improve in Brooklyn. 

And Atlantic Yards ! I feel it is the project 
of the early part of the 21st century. It will 
propel Brooklyn into the 21st century and 
will create, in my humble opinion, a fantas- 
tic new city center and create synergy be- 
tween the downtowns. 

Q: OK, on that subject. Many Brook- 
lynites do not like this project's aes- 
thetic, scale, impact on traffic in and 
around Downtown Brooklyn; its 
overriding of existing city zoning; 
and the manner in which Bruce Rat- 
ner was selected by state officials. 
What convinces you that it is going 
to be a net gain for Brooklyn? 

A: An arena with a national sports team that 
calls Brooklyn home. That’s a big thing. 
Maybe not for your readers, but it’s big. 
And the thousands of jobs we anticipate, 
not just in the Atlantic Yards development 
itself, not just in the arena, not just in serv- 
ices to the arena, but what the impact of 
6,000 new apartments will mean to families 
living in and around Atlantic Avenue that 
will propel life along Vanderbilt, Washing- 
ton, Atlantic, Flatbush avenues. 

And that will inspire [development] fur- 
ther east on Atlantic Avenue . . . And there 
are thousands of affordable units for very 
low income as well as working people, 
teachers, civil servants, and middle-income 
[tenants]. And even the market-rate rentals 
will attract the richness of diversity, making 
Atlantic Yards one of the most successful 
developments. 

All of that overwhelms, significantly, 
some of the impacts that might result. I am 
confident that between the city, state, local 
elected officials and the developer — who 
wants this project to work because he has 
billions riding on it — 

Q: Billions of our money, too. 

A: They have billions of dollars of their 
own riding on it! Yes, they got some public 
subsidies. But let me say this: Some, in- 
cluding some elected officials, said, “If 
he’d cut down the affordable housing, we 
could cut down the size of the buildings.” I 
don’t buy into that argument. Some people 
would rather see the affordable housing cut 
significantly [to] cut the size of the build- 
ings. And I call that selfish! 

Q: I think you're putting words in 
the opponents' mouths. I don't think 
anyone called for less affordable 
housing. 

A: If you spoke to them privately and said, “If 
we reduce the buildings size in half, but have 
to cut the affordable housing, how do you 
feel?” it would be interesting to see what 
they’d say. They won’t be honest! . . . I’m sor- 
ry, Gersh, but there is a demand for housing in 




our borough. And [you can] build high-rise 
buildings only in certain areas. And this is a 
prime area . . . because it works here. 

The benefits — the creation of eight 
acres of open green space, which will pro- 
vide a tapestry that will knit together 
Prospect Heights and Fort Greene, as op- 
posed to a moat that we’ve had for 100 
years — overwhelm those who say the 
buildings are too high. 

Q: You realize that's not their only 
argument against the project. 

A: Listen to me, their arguments come down 
to the following: the heights of the building, 
the shadows they cast and the traffic. 

Q: And the public subsidies! 

A: The public subsidies are appropriate. 
Every project in this city, the government 
does provide infrastructure. [The Atlantic 
Yards subsidy] goes above that to assist the 
affordable housing component. If we didn’t 
have the affordable housing, this wouldn’t 
be necessary. 

But it’s all a ruse. When they raise the 
fight about public subsidies, bop bop bop 
bop bop, they’re really saying, “We don’t 
want this project.” 

Q: They don't. 

A: Some say they can live with the housing, 
but don’t want the arena. It’ll bring traffic and 


riffraff and bop bop bop bop bop. 

And then some people tell me they can 
live with the arena, but there is too much 
housing and it’s too tall, there’ll be shad- 
ows, I’ll get in my car ... I don’t know why 
they need a car in Brooklyn, with the great- 
est public transit system in the world, but 
it’s their right; I have a car. But, yes, it may 
take a minute or two minutes longer to 
transverse Atlantic Avenue [but] you know 
what, it’s a public benefit to the city. And 
I’m convinced that there will be enormous 
steps taken to mitigate the traffic issues. It’s 
important for the city and the developer for 
this project to work. 

Q: Are you're taking that on faith? 

A: More than on faith, but because of my 
conversations with the developer and the 
city. We’re all pulling together to mitigate 
the traffic. You know, in the mornings, it’s 
not going to impact at all. During rush 
hours, if you’re driving, perhaps right be- 
fore the games, perhaps there will be addi- 
tional traffic issues. But there will be addi- 
tional traffic agents and off-site parking to 
get that traffic moving. 

Q: When we talk about public subsi- 
dies, those traffic agents are part of 
that subsidy. Taxpayers pay for it. 

A: We pay for it at Madison Square Garden, 
too! In order to make money, you have to in- 
vest money! You have to invest! . . . It’s all part 
of a vibrant, exciting downtown. The oppo- 
nents even argue that Atlantic [Avenue] isn’t 
Downtown. It’s definitely Downtown! They 
think only the comer of Junior’s is Downtown. 

( Pensively ) I really regret that those who 
oppose the [Atlantic Yards] project rejected 
an opportunity to work together. They said 
no, we don’t want this project. They didn’t 
want the arena. Look at your notes. Develop 
Don’t Destroy never said they’d take the are- 
na. They didn’t want the high-rise housing. 
They supported Extell because there was no 
arena. So there was never an opportunity [for 
compromise] — and I tried. My hand was al- 
ways extended, seriously, to say, “How can 
we reason together?” They said, “We’re 
against it. We don’t want a modification. We 
don’t want it.” It’s difficult to find a comprise 
with people who say, “We don’t want it!” 

Q: They don't want the arena. 

A: But that’s the line in the sand. The arena. 
That’s the anchor of the project. 

Q: But then you're the one being un- 
reasonable [to compromise]. 

A: I regret the fact that some of the hostility 
and some of the anger could not have been 
overcome. But whatever names these peo- 
ple call me — and they’ve called me every- 
thing — I’m still glad they live in Brook- 
lyn. They’ve brought excitement to 
Brooklyn. I have no hatred at all, but they 
don’t see what I see: Brooklyn no longer 
being a backwater to Manhattan. 

Q: But does Brooklyn need to be 
some kind of mini-Manhattan? 

A: This is the ultimate renaissance. And 
other renaissances only benefited the very 
affluent. But here is one where, for the first 
time, the renaissance will benefit people of 
every income. And we’re taking a space 
that was empty and barren and creating a 
project that will benefit everyone ... I 
wouldn’t put it on Sixth Street and Eighth 
Avenue in Park Slope . . . But here, unlike 
other neighborhoods, you have the greatest 
public transit hub. . . . When we had Ebbet’s 
Field in the middle of a neighborhood, we 
had cars, but it worked! 

Q: Not as many cars. 

A: We had plenty of cars! And it worked. It 
worked. And it’s going to work again. And 
tomorrow’s kids will get to have the same 
sweet memories I had as a kid. And that’s 
what this is all about. I wish everyone a 
good year. All of this is immaterial com- 
pared to terrorism and world peace. 

Q: Bring us up to date on your diet. 
A: I walk five days a week for at least a half 
hour. I dropped about 25 pounds and now I’m 
down to 180 or 179. I’m not trying to get to 
150 ... I keep away from the foods I know I 
shouldn’t eat. I altered all my suits to make 
sure I won’t go back to the way I was. I can’t 
afford to re-alter all my suits. 
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Skating in a 
wonderland 


Weird home saved by 
divine inspiration 


The Brooklyn Papers 

The Christmas music 
has finally been banished 
from Prospect Park’s Woll- 
man rink, so we asked 
manager Karen LeRiche to 
tell us what songs she has 
in store for skaters. 

Here are the albums on 
LeRiche’s Top 10: 

1. Marvin Gaye, "Greatest 
Hits." 

2 . "Divas of Dance, 

Volume 1 ." 

3 . Annie Lennox, "Diva." 

4 . Aretha Franklin, 

"Respect and Other Hits." 

5 . Elton John, "Duets." 

6. Vivaldi, "The Four 
Seasons." 

7 . Kenny G, "Breathless." 

8. Bob Marley, "Greatest 
Hits." 

9 . Alicia Keys, "Keys To 
The City." 

10 . "The Best of the 
Stylistics." 

She added that her set list 
is the result of many years 
of watching the klutzes do 
their lutzes. 

“You can tell a good 
song from its rhythm,” she 
said. “You can see how the 
skaters move on the ice.” 

— Gersh Kuntzman 



The Brooklyn Papers 

The Broken Angel of Clin- 
ton Hill will be saved — as 
long as its owners chop off 
the top floors, do structural 
work on the lower floors, re- 
construct the central stairwell, 
and stay off the premises until 
the work is complete. 

Facing a city threat to tear 
down the hand-built sculpture 
of a building, owner and mas- 
termind Arthur Woods, and his 
lawyer, City Councilwoman 
Letitia James (D-Prospect 
Heights), worked out a deal 
last week to save the building. 


“It did not look like Mr. 
Woods was in a position to 
win at trial,” said James, who 
represented Woods pro-bono. 
“We needed an immediate res- 
olution.” 

James helped negotiate the 
Dec. 20 deal that would allow 
Woods to make extensive re- 
pairs in return for the right to 
return to his dream house. 

Woods’s beloved and iconic 
home, at Downey and Quincy 
streets, caught on fire in Octo- 
ber, drawing the scrutiny of 
the Buildings Department, 
which claimed the home — 
built by Woods over 30 years 


— defied many zoning regula- 

Woods was arrested after he 
refused to leave the building. 
Since then, there has been an 
outpouring of support from 
neighbors, artists, politicians 
and local architects. 

A group of Pratt Institute en- 
gineers is volunteering to help 
Woods make everything right. 

“They wanted to take the 
whole thing down, but we 
managed to get them to keep 
five-and-a-half stories,” said 
Brent Porter, a Pratt professor 
involved in the fight. 

— Dana Rubinstein 



"We cannot direct the wind, 

but we can adjust the sails." 
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NY Post truck totals car, loses reader 


The Brooklyn Papers 

The city’s tawdriest tabloid 
has proven itself tight-fisted 
this holiday season, refusing to 
reimburse a Brooklyn Heights 
woman after one of its deliv- 
ery trucks totaled her car. 

In early October, a New York 
Post delivery track collided with 
ear the danger- 


ous intersection of Congress and 
Henry streets, sending both vehi- 
cles into at least six parked cars. 

One of those autos was the 
1990 Toyota owned by Jenny 
Lazar, of Henry Street. 

Lazar claims that witnesses 
told her that the Post track was re- 
sponsible for the damage to her 
car. And according to New York 
State law, the car that causes the 


damage — not the vehicle that 
causes the accident — is liable. 

But, Lazar has had no luck 
getting the Post to cough up. 

“Their position is that another 
driver forced the track into my 
car. But they’re still liable,” said 
Lazar. “This is silly! It’s not $80 
million. It’s less than $3,000. I 
just need a new car.” 

A spoksman for the Post re- 


Weiner hails hated jet 
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Congregation 
Mount Sinai 
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Shabbat Shalom! 
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fused to comment. 

Even if the Post doesn’t end 
up paying Lazar, the scrappy 
tabloid has lost at least one po- 
tential reader. 

‘T refuse to read the Post now,” 
said Lazar. “I know it’s corny, but 
I really believe newspapers are 
here to serve the community. This 
is just the worst example of being 
irresponsible. — Rubinstein 
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The Brooklyn Papers 

The Concorde supersonic 
jet has landed in Brooklyn — 
but this time, Rep. Anthony 
Weiner was happy. 

The Sheepshead Bay Demo- 
crat — once famously an oppo- 
nent of the noisy supersonic jet 
— cheered its arrival last week 
at Floyd Bennett Field, where it 
will be displayed for two years 
during the overhaul of the In- 
trepid Museum, its permanent 

Weiner opposed the jets, 
which could whisk the super- 
wealthy from New York to 
Paris in three hours 45 minutes 
instead of seven hours, because 
the noise of their souped-up en- 
gines bothered some of his 
constituents. 

And following a Concorde 
crash near Paris in 2000, Wein- 
er supercharged his complaints. 

“The Concorde should have 
been grounded a long time 
ago,” he said in 2003. 

As a result, Weiner was hap- 
py to savor the arrival of the 
toothless plane at the new Avi- 
ator Sports complex last week. 

“For the first time our com- 
munity will be able to look at 
the Concorde without needing 
earplugs,” said Weiner. “Wel- 
come home.” — Rubinstein 
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OUR OPINION 


Covering Atlantic Yards 


O VER THE LAST 12 MONTHS, NO STORY 
has been as important to Brooklyn — and, as 
a result, to this newspaper — as Bruce Rat- 
ner’s Atlantic Yards mega-development. 

With its 16-towers, 19,000-seat basketball arena, 
6,000 units of housing and hundreds of thousands of 
square feet of office and retail space, Ratner’s mini- 
city is the biggest single-developer project in the his- 
tory of Brooklyn. 

As such, it deserved — and got — our attention, 
sometimes obsessively so. As we prepared our year- 
in-review issue, we noticed that not a single issue 
this year was devoid of coverage of some element 
of the Ratner proposal. 

Yet our laser-like focus has earned us little praise 
and sometimes even outright scorn from local elect- 
ed officials. In an interview in this week’s Papers, 
the project’s biggest booster, Borough President 
Markowitz, calls us “biased” because our coverage 
revealed the shocking density of the project, the 
traffic it would cause, and the subsidy-enriched 


sweetheart deal Gov. Pataki’s cronies cooked up in 
Albany to make this project work for Ratner. (See 
the Markowitz interview on page 4 or listen to it at 
www.BrooklynPapers.com). 

Given how we’ve been attacked for such cover- 
age — and the overwhelming support the project 
enjoys among city and state powerbrokers — many 
of our readers have wondered why we even both- 
ered. Indeed, it would have been far easier for us to 
blow off Atlantic Yards, as did the daily papers, and 
our weekly competitor, the New York Post-owned, 
Sheepshead Bay-based, Courier-Life chain. 

For most of the year, the supposedly ravenous 
local press corps took a pass on Atlantic Yards, 
swallowing whole such Ratner myths as the notion 
that the project would be a boon to the lower and 
lower-middle classes (actual state analysis shows it 
would hasten, not forestall, gentrification in 
Prospect Heights), and that Brooklyn needs lots of 
shiny new skyscrapers to feel good about itself (as 
Markowitz says in the interview). 

For some reason, everyone seemed to accept 


Ratner’s economic projections, even as they 
dropped and dropped again during the public ap- 
proval process. And everyone was happy to accept 
the already-inaccurate traffic analysis provided by 
Ratner’s state partners. 

So why did we persist in our aggressive report- 
ing? Markowitz contends in the interview that we 
did it because we simply hate Bruce Ratner. We ac- 
tually do not hate Bruce Ratner. This isn’t personal. 

Our obsession with the project’s taxpayer-support- 
ed financing, its outright lies about job creation, and 
its preposterous density is a reflection of exactly what 
journalists are supposed to do: question authority and 
ensure that elected officials are doing their jobs. 

Yet the elected officials ignored our objective 
and non-biased reports, which week in and week 
out demonstrated the flaws of Atlantic Yards. 

They did so at their own peril, setting the stage 
for a costly, permenant change in the heart of 
Brooklyn. 

However this plays out, The Brooklyn Papers 
will continue to aggressively cover this story. 


LETTERS 


ALL DRAWN OUT 



Ratner foe says DDDB is not a loser 


Opting out of 
home delivery 

Every week, we deliver copies of 
The Brooklyn Papers to homes 
throughout Brownstone Brooklyn. 
Our unique system limits deliveries 
to two Papers per building (eliminat- 
ing the kind of clutter caused by cir- 
cular and menu delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates 
our free home delivery, but realize 

If you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this 

of our delivery program by filling 
out the online form at BrooklynPa- 
pers.com/html/about/optout.html 


Send a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn Papers, 
55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 11201 
By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By email: Letters@BrooklynPapers.com 
All letters must be signed and include the 
writer's home address and phone number. 


To the editor, 

Your “Atlantic Yards Scorecard” (Dec. 
23), we understand, was meant to be some- 
what tongue-in-cheek. You may dub us “los- 
ers,” but your newspaper’s powerful “Steal 
of the Century” editorial in the same issue 
could not have been written without the 
tremendous effort of our organization and so 
many others to expose “Atlantic Yards” as a 
self-serving, destructive land grab. 

Forest City Ratner had 10 lobbying 
firms, at least three PR firms, bottomless 
pockets and many slick avenues to buy off 
political and community support. 

A political fix was established from day 
one in the most dysfunctional state capital in 
the nation. The project intentionally bypassed 
the city’s longstanding development oversight 
process. And Brooklynites had no wealthy 
corporate benefactor, as did those battling the 
West Side stadium, to amplify their voice. 

The approval by the Public Authorities 
Control Board was the end of a sham 
process and an insider deal. We’ve always 
said that a judge would determine the fate 
of Ratner’s outsized proposal, rather than 
“three men in a room” in oligarchic Albany. 
For that, the public is fortunate. When the 
democratic political system breaks down, 
the courts should protect us. 

The losers in this shameful process are 


Brooklynites, as well as city and state tax- 
payers. Daniel Goldstein, Prospect Heights 
The uniter is spokesman for 
Develop Don't Destroy Brooklyn 

Pleading the 4th 

To the editor, 

Your article on the Fourth Avenue Preser- 
vation group (“Seek downzone on Fourth 3 
years late, Nov 25) had some errors. 

This was the second, not the first, large 
neighborhood meeting about the need to 
downzone Fourth Avenue. 

Your article said that only state Sen. Vel- 
manette Montgomery came to the Nov. 14 
meeting. In fact, of the public officials who 
were invited, all but Assemblyman Jim Bren- 
nan showed up or sent a representative. 

Over 90 people attended the meeting. 
They expressed almost unanimous opposi- 
tion to the construction of massive high- 
rise buildings along Fourth Avenue, and 
raised a number of other serious concerns 
about current construction. 

Councilman Bill DeBlasio was quoted 
in your article that the upzoning of Fourth 
Avenue would “increase the supply of af- 
fordable housing.” We appreciate his con- 
cern, but these new buildings are clearly 
aimed at higher-income buyers, and many 


lower-income residents currently living 
along Fourth Avenue will be forced out. 

We believe affordable housing in Brook- 
lyn can be achieved without violating the 
low-rise, small-scale character of our 
neighborhood. 

Jerry Speier, John Gordon, Park Slope 
The writers represent the Fourth Avenue 
Neighborhood Preservation 

Silver messed up 

To the editor, 

I wrote this letter to Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver after he voted to approve 
the Atlantic Yards project last week (“Ap- 
proved,” Dec. 23): 

Dear Assemblyman Silver: 

Reportedly, you voted to approve the 
Forest City Ratner Atlantic Yards project 
on the basis of benefits to New York. [Yet] 
our analysis shows that the costs of this 
project overwhelm any benefits. 

Our assessment of the project is that it 
will generate about 38,000 car and truck 
trips a day, creating nearly 100 million 
miles of travel annually adding significant- 
ly to New York’s current traffic burdens. 

And Atlantic Yards will add this burden 
after more than 50 million square feet of 


other new development that has been ap- 
proved for Brooklyn. Traffic from Down- 
town Brooklyn development will spill ac- 
ross the Brooklyn and Manhattan bridges 
creating gridlock in Lower Manhattan. 

Atlantic Yards planners admitted that the 
project would create gridlock conditions in 
Downtown Brooklyn, but refused to evaluate 
its effects on the Brooklyn-Queens Express- 
way or Lower Manhattan lest you figure out 
the true consequences of this project. 

Adding 100 million vehicle miles of 
travel will increase congestion and lost pro- 
ductivity for motorists and truckers, will in- 
crease the number of people injured and 
killed in accidents and will add to already 
onerous environmental impacts — all in- 
creasing the costs of living and doing busi- 
ness in this city. The dollar cost of these 
impacts totals $3 billion over 30 years, 
dwarfing any benefits that Atlantic Yards 
could possibly bring to New York City. 

Sadly, your legacy will be that you 
brought gridlock to Brooklyn and Lower 
Manhattan at a cost of billions to me and 
my neighbors. You have not only sold out 
Brooklyn, you have sold out your con- 
stituents in Manhattan. 

Brian T. Ketcham, Cobble Hill 
The writer is a partner in Community 
Consulting a development analysis firm. 



Published weekly by Brooklyn Paper Publications Inc. 
at 55 Washington St, Ste 624. Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Phone (718) 834-9350 

Established 1978. Copyright 2006. • Ed Weintrob, President (ext 105) 


PUBLISHER Celia Weintrob text 104) 
EDITOR Gersh Kuntzman (ext 119) 
SENIOR EDITOR/PRODUCTION MANAGER 
Vince DiMiceli (ext 125) 

GO BROOKLYN/BROOKLYN BRIDE EDITOR 
Lisa J. Curtis (ext 131) 

ART DIRECTOR Leah Mitch (ext 127) 
OFFICE MANAGER Charna Brown (ext 101) 



ADVERTISING: Subject to Terms Governing Acceptance of Advertising pub- 
lished in our latest rate card. CIRCULATION: Net, based on period norms. 
NATIONAL^AFFILIATIONS: The BrooWynPapers is a member oflnctepen- 


Health, 

Mind 
& Body 


DENTISTS 


General and Implant 
Dentistry 

Jeff C. Strachan, dds 

1 89 Montague St., Suite #800A 
Brooklyn Heights 

wr 

(718) 783-0504 

Office 

(917) 753-3314 

Emergency 

www.strachandds.com 

• Bleaching/ZOOM 2 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Endodontics & Root Canals 

• Periondontics • Oral Surgery 

• Prosthodontics • Implants 

• Treatment of Gum Disease 

• Fixed & Removable Bridges 
•Emergencies Seen SAME DAY 

Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri: 8am to 6pm 
Saturday: By appointment only 


1 ;T»IO 

MJ 

GENERAL & COSMETIC 


TT-vl 

DENTISTRY 

CROWNS 

Jack Irwin, D.D.S. 


4 14 Seventh Avenue 

bet. 13th & 14th Sts. 

PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 

(718) 768-8372 

DENTURES 

ztzztjzzzz 


- 

^ S» G ^- “ S£E SSSr 



MURRAY FRYD.DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St. & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 


(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our New Modem Office) 

■ Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

• Restorative (Dentures & Bridgework) 

■ Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

• Root Canal • Gum Treatment 


All Union and Insurance 
Plans and Medicaid 
Welcome. Discounts for 
Senior Citizens 


( SPECIAL ATTENTION 
to apprehensive 
Patients & Children 




DENTISTS 


Now in Park Slope! 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF m 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) i n urance 

-SET (718)622-8020 S J 


f Quality Dentistry ^ 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I, TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 


768-1111 


COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our new spacious, 
modem and friendly office 

nee in All Phases of Dentistry 

Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Color Fillings, 
Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Tooth Whitening 
IMPLANT DENTISTRY : Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 
COMPUTERIZED DENTAL X-RAYS 
CROWNS. BRIDGES. PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 

Emergency Patients are seen on the same day! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 



DENTISTS 


We’ve Moved! 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

between Carroll & Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 

Financing Available 
Insurance Plans Welcomed 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 


Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 

OilB 

789-5700 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modem Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
and insurance plans accommodated 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE, CHANGE 
YOUR WORLD, FEEL BETTER 

“Dr. Mendez helped me get out of my head and into my life. 

He has helped me challenge the dominant culture 
and create the life I want. " - Gary B., client 
Dr. Rafael Mendez, Ph.D. is a long time community activist and Social Therapist, 
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Singing ‘Soprano’ 

Writer-actor Michael Imperioli to front La Dolce Vita in Park Slope 
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Death of Fashion, La Dolce Vita an 
erals and Majors will perform at Southpa 
Fifth Ave. at St. John's Place in Park Sic 
Jan. 5. Doors open at 8 pm. Cover is ! 
more information, call (718) 230-0236 on 
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iw (1 25 
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By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO fyociktyn Editor 


W hen accepting the invitation to inter- 
view the thespian who plays murder- 
ing, recovering drug addict Christo- 
pher Moltisanti on HBO’s “The Sopranos” 
— the same character who sanctioned the 
terrifying slaughter of his own fiancee to pro- 
tect his mafia family from the FBI — you 
take a moment to ponder the prudence of go- 
ing to the meeting at his Manhattan theater 
without a few consiglieres in tow. 

But actor-writer-director Michael Imperioli 
is not at all like his “Sopranos” alter ego. (Ex- 
cept for the big brown eyes.) He’s more articu- 
late and, while still casually attired, leaves the 
leisure suits in HBO’s wardrobe department. 

Last season, Imperioli had some memorable 
moments opposite actor Ben Kingsley, when 
his character was ardently pursuing a career as 
a filmmaker, but Imperi- 
oli’s real-life passion is 
his new rock band La 
Dolce Vita, which will 
have its Brooklyn pre- 
miere on Jan. 5 at Park 
Slope’s Southpaw club. 

With the success and 
awards Imperioli has gar- 
nered in the acting world, 
including a resume of 
roles in films helmed by 
the prestigious likes of 
Martin Scorsese and 
Spike Lee, and the media 
frenzy that’s sure to ignite 
in April when the final season of “The Sopra- 
nos” kicks off, one can’t help but wonder: 
why is Imperioli launching a rock band now? 

With a steady gaze, and some fidgeting 
with his cell phone, the Tribeca-based actor 
explained that in part, his decision was based 
on “living through that 9-11 shit.” 

“Life is obviously short, and I’ve been 
wanting to do this for so long,” he said in an 
exclusive interview with GO Brooklyn last 
week, revealing that 16 years have passed 
since he’s played with a band. 

The Emmy Award-winning actor shares 
the limelight with fellow LDV members, 
drummer Olmo Tighe and Park Slope bassist 
EhjahAmitin. 

Although Christopher may not have been 
lucky in love on “The Sopranos,” it seems 
safe to say that Imperioli’s real-life wife, Vic- 


Wiseguy rocks: (Above) Actor-writer-director Michael Imperioli (center) adds singer-songwriter-guitarist to his list of talents 
with an upcoming gig at Park Slope's Southpaw. Imperioli's La Dolce Vita bandmates, at Studio Dante in Manhattan, are 
bass player Elijah Amitin (left) and drummer Olmo Tighe. (Inset) Imperioli with James Gandolfini on "The Sopranos." 


toria, is not in danger of 
being whacked. In fact, 
Imperioli’s so smitten 
with the woman, with whom he raises Isabel- 
la, 16, Vadim, 9, and David, 5, that his band 
is partly named for her. (“Vita,” Imperioli ex- 
plained, is her Russian nickname that he’s 
also had tattooed on his body.) 

Imperioli, 40, also revealed that LDV’s set 
list primarily consists of original songs — writ- 
ten by the band as well as material Imperioli 
penned between 1986 and 1996. (While that 
might sound like a unibrow-raising confession, 
Imperioli is no stranger to the world of letters. 
He has written five episodes of “The Sopranos” 
and written and executive produced Spike 
Lee’s “Summer of Sam.”) 

“In some ways, [my songs] were written in a 
different time period,” said Imperioli, who 
claims to be a fan of Robert Pollard of Guided 
by Voices and Courtney Love. But Imperioli’s 
material is being arranged now with Amitin and 


Tighe, whom he describes as “great musicians. 

“I’m not doing this for any other reason be- 
sides I found guys I really like to play with, 
and I’m passionate about what we create.” 

And while Imperioli does find some simi- 
larities between acting and rocking onstage, 
“The audience is not as reverential as they 
are in the theater, where they’re afraid to 
open a piece of candy,” he observed. “Part of 
the rush is that your ass is on the line ... 
There’s no hiding, no second take.” 

While some would assume that his “Sopra- 
nos” fame would draw a crowd of adoring fans 


to LDV concerts, Imperioli said his popularity 
can cut both ways. 

“It’s weird,” he said. “[Fans] have enough 
trouble seeing me play something other than 
what I play, let alone going into another ven- 
ue — especially rock ‘n’ roll — because peo- 
ple have very strong opinions about music. . . 

“But in other ways, it’s great because 
they’re willing to check you out because they 
know you from someplace else.” 

Summing up their sound as New York-in- 
fluenced, raw and gritty, the trio is humming 
with excitement over their upcoming South- 
paw date, where they will share the bill with 
Death of Fashion and Generals and Majors. 
Rather than focusing their energies on long- 
term achievements like contracts and record- 
ing CDs, the LDV boys are just happy for 
another opportunity to share their music. 

Said Imperioli, “The goal is just to have a 
lot of people there on the fifth. If we do, I’ll 
be very happy on the sixth.” 



Applause and spatulas: Polybe + Seats will perform seven 
new plays in Williamsburg's the Brooklyn Kitchen on Jan. 6. 


What’s in store 

Parks playfest pops up in odd locales 


By Jovana Rizzo 

for The Blo-Myr Papers 

A ll the world’s a stage — even your local 
kitchenware store. 

Brooklyn locations — including a 


church, a bar, an art gallery and a home sup- 
ply store — will transform into theatrical 
venues for the New York City premieres of 
seven of Suzan-Lori Parks’s plays, produced 
by Polybe + Seats theater company. 

In November 2002, the Pulitzer Prize- 


winning playwright decided to write a play 
every day for a year, and beginning last 
month, all of her plays began to be simulta- 
neously performed in various locations 
across the country as part of the “365 
Days/365 Plays National Play Festival.” 
Parks made a name for herself as both a 
screenwriter and a playwright. Among her 
most memorable projects have been penning 
the scripts of Spike Lee’s 1996 film “Girl 
6”; the 2005 ABC television movie “Their 
Eyes Were Watching God,” produced by 
Oprah Winfrey; and the 2002 Pulitzer Prize- 
winning play “Topdog/Underdog.” 

Polybe + Seats is producing the eighth 
See PLAYS on page 11 


EVENT 


GAP fireworks 

What do exercise, fireworks and free food all have 
in common? They are all featured events at Prospect 
Park’s New Year’s Eve celebration, of course! 

Come to Grand 
Army Plaza on Dec. 31 
and give 2007 a healthy 
hello by participating in 
this year’s 3.3-mile 
“Fun Run,” starting at 
11:15 pm at the Grand 
Army Plaza entrance to 
the park. There are 
prizes for early regis- 
trants and the first male 
and female finishers. 
(For more info, go to 
www.slopesports.com/event.html.) Nothing keeps 
you warmer than hot chocolate and a brisk jog! 

And for the less nimble among us, traditional 
New Year’s festivities begin at 1 1 pm with R&B 
music, donuts and hot drinks, courtesy of Borough 
President Marty Markowitz, who is co-sponsoring 
the event with Keyspan. 

Prospect Park Alliance President Tupper Thomas 
will be giving free trolley tours of the “Prospect Park 
in Lights” display at 6:45 pm, 7:30 pm and 8:15 pm. 

‘Everywhere you look around Prospect Park will be 
bathed in light this year,” Thomas told GO Brooklyn. 

The fireworks begin at midnight, and best viewing 
locations include anywhere in Grand Army Plaza, in- 
side the park on the West Drive, and along Prospect 
Park West between Grand Army Plaza and Ninth 
Street. So come out, bring your jogging shoes, and 
reward yourself with some hot chocolate and fire- 

Says Thomas, “With all of this, the prospects for 
2007 cannot be anything but bright!” 

The New Year's Eve celebration at Grand Army 
Plaza begins at 11 pm on Dec. 31, with fireworks at 
midnight. For more information on trolley tours, 
which continue on Jan. 6 and 7, and other Prospect 
Park events, call the hotline at (718) 965-8999 or vis- 
it www.prospectpark.org. — Susannah G. Bortner 




Cheap thrills 


Anyone whose New Year’s resolution is to inject 
a little more culture and excitement into his or her 
life — without spending a fortune — might want to 
check out the Brooklyn Museum’s Target First Sat- 

On the first Saturday of each month, the Brook- 
lyn Museum opens for a free evening of art, music, 
dancing and film. Although the lineup changes 
each month, the program always runs from 5 pm to 
11 pm, allowing guests plenty of time to attend that 
night’s special events, as well as to study its perma- 
nent collections and tour the museum’s latest exhi- 
bitions, such as “Annie Leibovitz: A Photograph- 
er’s Life, 1990-2005” which includes snapshots of 
her family alongside portraits of celebrities, such as 
Jamie Foxx (pictured). 

The first program of 2007 is scheduled for Jan. 6 
and features a performance by French guitarist 
Stephane Wrembel and screenings of the contem- 
porary classics, “The Muppets Take Manhattan” 
and “Moulin Rouge!” as well as the 1944 crime 
thriller, “Laura.” Brooklyn College film historian 
Foster Hirsch is expected to introduce the film-noir 
masterpiece and lead a question-and-answer dis- 
cussion afterwards. 

Guests can also view iconic New York images 
from the museum’s permanent collection alongside 
curator Terry Carbone and discuss the institution’s 
current exhibition, “Tigers of Wrath: Watercolors 
of Walton Ford” with art scholar Elizabeth Watson. 

After an evening of intellectual stimulation, visi- 
tors are invited to get their waltz on with the Vien- 
na Festival Orchestra at the museum’s Winter Ball. 

Brooklyn Museum's Target First Saturdays 
takes place at 200 Eastern Parkway at Washing- 
ton Avenue in Prospect Heights from 5 pm to 11 
pm. Admission is free (although some programs 
require tickets) and parking is $4. For more infor- 
mation, call (718) 638-5000 or visit the museum's 
Web site at www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

— Karen Butler 



Featuring 

J i»jl 

1 0 Big Screens & 

35 Flat Screens 
Award-Winning Wings 
The Hottest Sports Action 
Daily Drink Specials 
FREE Buzztime® Trivia 


35<t Wing Tuesdays 
994 Kids Wednesdays 
504 Boneless Thursdays 

r * i 

A 

BUFFALO WILD WINGS 

Fasten your chin strap. 
It's the playoffs! 

| ts# GRILL & BAR | 

YOU HAVE TO BE HERE M 

1 39 Flatbush Ave. 
Atlantic Terminal Mall 

718 . 943.9453 
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Tiaras! ^ 

Top Hats! Boas! 

Free Champagne 
Toast at midnite! 

KITCHEN OPEN ’TIL 4AM 

January 1st, 2007! 

ALL U CAN DRINK 

Champagne Brunch 

12-3pm includes entree 
+ champagne 
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Celebrate 
New Year’s Eve 

With a Sumptuous Four-course Dinner at 

Marco Polo Ristorante 

In our deg ant Private Upstairs ‘Banquet ‘Room 
Sunday i, December 31, 2006 8:30pm to 2:00 am 
Champagne at Midnight • Open Bar Mb Might 
Live <DJ, Mats & Moise Mahers 

$100 per person (plus tax & gratuity) 

$60 per child under 12 years 
We are also offering a Special Christmas 
& New Year’s Eve a la carte menu 

Marco Polo Ristorante 

345 Court St. (comer of Union) 

Male (Reservations ‘Earty! Catt Mow (718) 852-5015 
www.marcopotoristorante.com 



















A Champagne Primer 

By Darrin Siegfried 


N 


Years Eve approaches, and there 
10 better way to toast the coming 
New Year than with a glass of 
Champagne. Here is a quick guide to under- 
standing this most magical of drinks! 

What is Champagne 

Champagne is both a region of France and 
the name of the wines made there. Only 
sparkling wines made in Champagne are 
Champagnes. Other sparkling wines can be 
quite good, but they are not Champagne. A 
small amount of non-sparkling wine is made 
in Champagne and carries the designation 
“Coteaux Champenoise”, but we will con- 
centrate on the more familiar “Bubbly”. 

The climate of the Champagne district is 
cool and the grapes grown there, even when 
fully ripe, have a pronounced, crisp acidity. 
This trait is what gives the wines of 
Champagne their clean, focused tastes and 
what makes them such a wonderful match 
with so many foods. 

Champagne can be made from any one, 
or any combination of only three grapes: 
Chardonnay, Pinot Noir (which produces 
the red wines of Burgundy) and Pinot 
Meunier. Champagnes made from 
Chardonnay only (a white grape) are often 
labeled “Blanc de Blanc”. If made from the 
other two, black grapes, “Blanc des Noirs” 
often appears on the label, meaning a white 
wine from black grapes. The black grapes are 
pressed gently and their skins are not left in 
contact with the juice, so the wine is white. 
Pink or Rose Champagnes are most often 


made by adding a splash of red still w 
the nearly finished wine in the botde. 

Champagne is unique in that is goes 
through a second fermentation in the bottle. 
This is the “Champagne Method”, also 
called the “Methode Champenoise” and 
“Mothode Traditionelle”. The wine maker 
adds a small amount of yeast and a touch of 
sugar for the yeast to convert into alcohol 
and carbon dioxide gas. This is where 
Champagne gets its bubbles from. After the 
yeast has done its job, the sediment it leaves 
behind is removed from the botdes in a 
process called degorgement. Dryness or 
sweetness is then adjusted by the (optional) 
addition of a small amount of sugar. The 
familiar cork and wire bail is attached, the 
foil capsule added, the bottle is labeled and 
packed and shipped, ready for your enjoy- 



Dififerent Styles 

Most Champagne is labeled “Brut” for 
dry, meaning low in sugar. Even dryer in 
taste is “Brut Zero”, Brut Sauvage” or “Brut 
Natural”, and these are Champagnes to 
which no sugar has been added after the sec- 
ond fermentation. “Demi Sec” is “off dry”, 
showing a faint bit of sweetness, and is fine 
with brunch or at the end of a meal with 
fruit or plain cookies. Champagnes marked 
“Doux” are sweet and, while hard to find, 
are well worth the effort of locating, for they 
are wonderful wines to drink with desserts. 
Champagne Houses and Vintage 

Each Champagne house has its own style, 
which shows through in each of its different 
wines. I feel that the best expression of the 
individual style of any Champagne house 
can be best tasted in its Non Vintage Brut, 
which is made by blending wines from 
dozens of vineyards and several years. The 
wine maker uses these wines he way an artist 
uses colors, to make a finished wine that will 
taste the same, year after year. Non Vintage 
Champagne makes up about 95% of all the 
Champagne made, and represents the best 
value. A vintage is declared in Champagne 
only in years when conditions are outstand- 
ing, and the wine from the best vineyards is 
bottled without adding wines from other 

Sunday December 31st 

at Red White & Bubbly 

Join us between 2 and 6 PM to meet 
our good friend Mario Rinaldi, and to 
taste the Champagnes from the house of 
Paul Goerg that he imports. Paul Goerg 
Champagnes range from a bone-dry Brut 
Absolut, through Blanc de Blancs, Cuvee 
Lionel Hampton, Brut Tradition (my cur- 
rent favorite!), a wonderful Cuvee Faberge 
and a delightful Demi-Sec. 

Fine wines, great spirits, no attitude! 
(Excellent Champagnes, too!) 


211 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. Union & President) PARK SLOPE 
Open: Mon-Sat, lOam-lOpm, Sun, 12-8pm 
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com • 636-9463 
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Taste of 2006 

Reflections on the Top 10 meals & trends 
enjoyed throughout the borough this year 
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DINING 


i 


By Tina Barry 

e Brooklyn Pc 


been another good year of eating. 
Yes, 2006 has brought a surfeit of 

culinary riches to Brooklyn — and 
with them, of course, a few trends. 
Nearly every chef I spoke to is “sourc- 
ing mostly organic ingredients from 
sustainable, small farms.” 

And more small-plate eateries 
opened — some that actually serve 
single portions on small plates. 

This year also saw foie gras-topped 
designer burgers taking their place beside 
classic cheeseburgers; and pastry chefs 
are realizing just how good it is to pair 
something sweet with something salty. 

Narrowing the group of great eateries 
that I reviewed for GO Brooklyn over the 
past 12 months down to 10 for this annu- 
al year-in-review roundup wasn’t easy, so 
I added an honorable mention section to 
acknowledge talented runner-ups. 

But don’t assume anything by the or- 
der of the places listed. Like a good 
mother, I’m not picking favorites among 
the group. I’ll just say I admire each 
restaurant equally. 

I fell for Bad & Abbracci, which is 
all “hip Williamsburg” on the inside yet 
reflects the soul of an Italian grandmoth- 
er in the cooking. I sat in the restaurant’s 
roomy garden one balmy summer night, 
drank wine and shared the best pizza 
I’ve had all year. Pizzaiolo Frank Maste- 
lione turned out an ethereal, char-crusted 
beauty with a crisp, flavorful crust and 
smoked mozzarella, pancetta and 
caramelized onion toppings. 

Just thinking of that pie makes my 
heart thump. 

Former chef Franco Miglioiine 
(Stephano Scala is now behind the 
stove) turned out penne with a briny an- 
chovy sauce that was as bracing as a 
dive into the drink. 

People appreciate a good deed, espe- 
cially if it means offering fine food to an 
underserved community. The locals of 
Ditmas Park let Allison McDowell and 
Gary Jonas know just how happy they 
were with The Farm on Adderley, by 
packing the place every evening since its 
launch in July. 

Chef Tom Kearney’s summer menu 
featured a cauliflower soup with a 
plump oyster fritter that was all about 
the perfect harmonizing of the two in- 
gredients. And he decided that enough 
was enough with banal desserts and put 
something on the menu that knocked 
diners off their mismatched wooden 
seats: A silky chocolate mousse with a 
dollop of truly salty, soft whipped 
cream. You can still order the dessert. 



Egg-cellent combination: In Bay Ridge, Nouvelle's chef Andy Yang com- 
bined several kinds of sushi with lobster, caviar and a quail egg to create 
his "Mission 06." 


“Our customers would revolt if we 
ever got rid of if” says McDowell. 

I like Japanese food as much as the 
next girl, but by last spring, I had con- 
sumed one too many ho-hum designer 
rolls. That’s the reason it took me a few 
months to get over to Nouvelle, a pan- 
Asian eatery that opened in September. 

I was sorry I waited so long. 

This modem, Bay Ridge restaurant 
and lounge serves as the showcase for 
chef Andy Yang’s dishes. Before join- 


ing the restaurant, Yang was the execu- 
tive chef at Nohu in Los Angeles, 
owned by Nobu Matsuhisa. 

I ordered the “Omikase,” or chef’s 
choice, a tasting menu of what seemed 
like 200 dishes. (Reality brings the 
number down to a still-hefty six.) 

There’s one dish that I doubt I’ll for- 
get (and the way I eat, that’s saying a 
lot): The “Mission 06.” The pieces of 
raw tuna, striped bass and Spanish 
See TASTE on page 9 
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STAY CLOSE TO HOME 
AND PARTY! 

No Cover • No Minimum • Cash Bar 


Watch LIVE from Times Square 
on our 8 foot Jumbo-Tron Screens 

PLUS: Noise Makers! 
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TASTE... 

Continued from page 8 
mackerel resembled a flower 
and tasted as if it bloomed in 
the mouth. Iced with a thin 
layer of black caviar, a small 
mound of sweet lobster meat 
and a quail egg, it was pure 
decadence and pure pleasure. 

(Yang is now a consultant 
to the restaurant. The new 
chef, Steve Ling, executes 
many of Yang’s recipes.) 

There were sad faces on 
Smith Street when 
Adam Shepard pulled 
the plug on Taku, his 
well-respected but 
under-patronized Ja- 
panese restaurant. It 

good at bold Italian 
fare as he is at Asian 
cuisine. Lunetta, his 
small plate eatery, 
opened in the same 
Smith Street location 
in October. Like its 
predecessor, Lunetta 
possesses that dis- 
tinctly Brooklyn, 
homey-yet-chic am- 
bience. His artichokes, sliced 
into razor thin shards and per- 
fumed with rosemary, are 
fried so crisp they crackle, 
then disappear, on the tongue. 

And, once you’ve tasted his 
hied chicken with sweet and tart 
“agrodolce” sauce, you’ll never 
think of the bird as something to 
pair with biscuits and mashed 
potatoes again. 

Not far from Lunetta on 
Smith Street is Porchetta, an 
amusing Italian eatery that 
opened in July. Inspired by the 
restaurant’s ingratiating mascot, 
chef Jason Neroni served an 
unctuous fried pork belly with a 
brittle crust, overnutly, “melted” 
cauliflower. He deepened the 
dish’s flavor with dried 
figs marinated in red 

Equally lush was a 
“raviolo,” a single, 
loosely assembled 
ravioli filled with 
sauteed mushrooms. 

He topped the pasta 
square with a 
poached egg and a 
grating of sharp 
Parmesan cheese. 

I’d almost forgot- 
ten about Cocotte in 
Park Slope when I 

heard owners Chris- 

tine and Bill Snell 
hired a new executive chef, 
Adam Ross. My visit there 
last spring, followed by sever- 
al more over the months, re- 
minded me of why this place 
continues to be such a gem. 
Ross’s bowl of fresh, slightly 
chilled pea soup was like in- 
haling the scent of a dew- 
sparkled garden. He played up 
the sweetness of the vegetable 
with a strip of salty, brittle 
pancetta. 

A location off of Fifth and 
Seventh avenues, Park Slope’s 
two restaurant rows, may be the 
reason that the American bistro, 
Melt. doesn’t get as much buzz 
as more conspicuously placed 
eateries. Chef Brian Bunger’s 
pan-seared shrimp 
with jalapeno-cucum- 
ber relish; his opulent, 
crisp, quail with foie 
gras; and fabulously 
crunchy frites with 
aioli made great eat- 
ing. (The new execu- 
tive chef, Kevin Mil- 
isauskas, started in 
November; his menu 
has similar American 
bistro-style dishes.) 

Another Park Slope 
winner that opened in 
July is Palo Santo. 

At the helm of this 
eclectic Latin eatery 
and wine bar is chef-owner 
Jacques Gautier. His smoky 
tuna — seared just until the 
edges are charred, and part- 
nered with lightly dressed 
string beans and radish slivers 
— is an example of the chef’s 
insouciant style of ingredient 
pairing. 

Like Melt, Royal's Down- 
town may be too hidden 
away for its own good. Situat- 
ed on a shady, brownstone- 
lined street in Carroll Gardens, 
the elegant bistro is a bit too 
far from the area’s action to at- 
tract much foot traffic. Too 
bad for those who miss this 
spot. Once there, the service is 
pampering without being in- 
trusive, and the food is 


thoughtfully prepared and cre- 
ative. And inside, it’s like 
stumbling into a quirky, old 
countryside inn with a roaring 
fireplace. 

Chef Alex McWilliams 
(who has since moved on and 
been replaced by his sous 
chef, Omar Clemente, former- 
ly of Le Bemardin) prepared a 
risotto scattered with white 
truffles and dusted with 
Parmesan. It was rich, yet 
silky and light with an aroma 
both woodsy and sharp. 

I loved it. 

I also fell for McWilliams’s 



Say cheese: Goat cheese cheese- 
cake at Carroll Gardens' Royal's 
Downtown. 


goat cheese cheesecake with a 
swirl of pomegranate and 
lavender symp. 

Sea bass, wrapped in thin 
potato slices then roasted, was 
an iconic dish in the 1980s. 
I’d almost forgotten about it, 
until this summer when I no- 
ticed the entree on the menu 
at Black Pearl, another ex- 
cellent Park Slope restaurant 
that opened in November 
2005. Chef Alfredo Duarte 
seared the filet to crisp the 
potato cloak, and then slow- 
roasted it until the center was 
like moist silk. Caramelized 
fennel and leeks served as a 
licorice-tinged bed for the 
fish. It’s still or 



Soup's on: Chef Adam Ross, of 
Park Slope's Cocotte, scores with 
his pea soup. 


worth a trip over. 

That’s the Top 10 for 2006. 
Whether they made the list or 
were included in the honorable 
mention below, all the talent- 
ed chefs who fed me so well 
this year receive my thanks. 

Honorable mentions 

Bay Ridge’s Amelia's Ris- 

torante . . . because chef Ken 
Deiner is in the kitchen turn- 
ing out exuberant, sophisticat- 
ed Italian fare; Gribouille in 
Williamsburg ... for its hearty, 
French classics that include a 
robust hanger steak “au 
poivre” and lush potato gratin; 
Provence en Boite on Smith 
Street ... for the “Le Jean- 



Gem of a dish: Park Slope's Black 
Pearl restaurant serves sea bass on 
a bed of fennel and leeks. 


Jacques burger,” a pile of short 
ribs, black truffles and foie 
gras that’s worth every penny 
of its $25 tab; and Habana 
Outpost in Fort Greene ... 
for owner Sean Meenan, who 
puts his money where his 
mouth is and does good for the 
community in so many ways. 
(His solar-powered restau- 
rant/flea market is equipped 
with a smoothie-making “bike 
blender” that you have to see 
to believe.) 

I have to acknowledge Fair- 
way, the mother of all super- 
markets, for its fantastic, well- 
priced selection of everything, 
and a waterside cafe that offers 
an unparalleled view of Lady 
Liberty and the city beyond. 



tickets 

only 

$ 12 ! 


Justin Roberts 

and the 

Not Ready for Naptime Players 


Sunday, January 7, 2007 at 2:00 PM 

With a folk-rock style that has been likened to James Taylor, Justin Roberts has quickly become 
one of the hippest children’s musicians on the scene. Disney’s Family Fun Magazine hails him 
as “one of the most exciting children’s artists out there.Jt’s because he really gets kids!” 

Walt Whitman Theatre, one block from the junction otFlatbush and Nostrand Avenues. On-site paid parking available. 


2006-2007 SEASON 

Program support provided by: 


Commerce 

jgBank 


Tickets and info: 

www.BmoklynCenterOnline.org (718) 951-4500 



Baronet Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams 
Bruno Marina Gallery Robert Abbey 
DellaRobbia Thayer Coggin 


372 & 384 atlantic ave brooklyn 718 797 2077 


art lighting furniture decor 


Last minute plans? 

For a roundup of restaurants celebrating 
New Year's Eve, visit www.BrooklynPapers.com 
and click on "Brooklyn Dining Guide." 
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Recycling 
Tips for the 
Holidays! 


After all the gifts have been opened, 
here are some tips to reduce 
New York City’s waste: 


Recycle your holiday cards 
and promotional mail 

This time of year, we get inundated with mail and 
catalogs. When you’re done with these, recycle 
them with your mixed paper and cardboard. 

Do this year round with all unwanted mail! 


Recycle paper gift wrap 
and cardboard boxes 


Paper gift wrap and cardboard tubes are 
recyclable. So are the cardboard boxes that 
held your presents. Recycle these along 
with your other mixed paper and cardboard. 


r 


Recycle your tree! 

Remove all lights, ornaments, stands and plastic bags. 

Trees with lights and tinsel can’t be composted and will be collected as trash. 




Sanitation Collection: 
Friday, January 5 
thru Tuesday, 
January 16 

The Department of Sanitation will collect 
clean Christmas trees left at the curb 
on the dates shown above. 

Clean trees are chipped, mixed with 
fall leaves, and recycled into rich 
compost for NYC’s parks, community 
gardens and residents like you! 


MulchFest: 

Saturday and Sunday, 
January 6 & 7 
10 am - 2 pm 

Bring your clean Christmas tree to 
designated parks, where it can be chipped 
into mulch. Bring a bag if you want to take 
away mulch for your own use. 

For MulchFest locations, call 31 1 or visit 

www.nyc.gov/parks. 


Check the Compost Project website for upcoming workshops and events: www.nyccompost.org 



City of New York, Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor 
Department of Sanitation, John J. Doherty, Commissioner 
Call 311 orvisitwww.nyc.gov/sanitation 
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WE’RE WORKING FOR YOU 24/7 TO PROVIDE SAFE, 
RELIABLE POWER NOW AND IN THE FUTURE. 


Visit www.conEd.com for more about our work and for energy tips you can use all year. 
Remember to call 1-800-75-CONED to report any problem with your service. 


(jg conEdison i on it 
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REAL 

ESTATE 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 


Brownstone Brooklyn 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 

• Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens »Park Slope 

• Boreum Hill •Prospect Heights •Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill »Clinton Hill »Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718)858-6100 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


tor 


IBLIfj 


Brown Harris Stevens 



Welcome in the New Year by visiting our newly 
enovated office at the comer of Union & 7TH Avenue 

HAPPY NEW YEAR] 

JR ONLY CHOICE FOR IMPORTANT PARK SLOPE REAL ESTATE 

Tel 718.230.5500 

BrownHarrisStevens.com 

wn Harris Stevens LLC 100 Seventh Aye, Brooklyn, New York 11215 


Start the New Year off Right! 
Live Life to the MAXX 

jjr Happy Holidays from S 
MAXX Realty ** 


MaxxRealty.com ltiyi| V 

1-888-751-8500 


florida real estate? 

www.nvfraninflorida.com 

Fran Rizzuto, Realtor 

Prudential Florida WCI Realty 
Wellington/West Palm Beach 

(561) 307-0471 
email: nyfraninflorida@aol.com 


COMMERCIAL LOFTS 
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BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1-877-FOR-RENT 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1-877-FOR-RENT 


HOUSES 
FOR SALE 


East New York 

lie. 3BRs ovei 


2 family 
3BRs. Fii 


Princess Bay 

1 Fam. Colonial - Totally 
Renovated. 3-4 BR, 2 Bath 
Jacuzzi, Maple Stainless Steel 
Granite Kit. Ctrl A/C, Hrdwd Firs, 
Fin. Base't, Walk-up Attic, Lrg 
Yard w/Deck & Pool. FOR SALE 
BY OWNER. 

(347)675-8184 A50 


Philadelphia, PA 

Attached townhouse for sale. 
3BR, 1 bath, garage & basement. 
Priced to sell - negotiable. Great 
investment opportunity. Call 

(215) 370-7378 or (215) 370- 
7379 


INSURANCE 


Renter's Insurance 

Only $12.66 - Everyone Qualifies 
$10,000 coverage against fire 

Melvin M. Hurwitz 

105 Court St. in Dwntn, Bklyn 

718-596-2000 

Real Estate/Insurance/Notary Public 


MORTGAGES 


EG PRESTIGE FUNDING 

As low as 1% (APR 1.85%). 
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE 
No application or appraisal fees 
FREE RATE QUOTE! 

(646) 302-1585 


ATTORNEYS 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


CLIPandSAVEi 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects 

• Trips & Falls • Building/Stairs /T"\ \ $ 

■ Wrongful Death • Truck Accidents / *"'1 JY-. 

l Accidents 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 



Immigration Attorney 

Deportation & removal defense 
Asylum, family/spousal & 
employment-based immigrant 
visas, H-1B petitions 
Se habla espanol 

Andrew Ehrinpreis 
718-522-4348 

548 Court Street, Suite #2 
Bklyn, NY 11231 E si 


EVICTIONS 

•LANDLORD AND TENANT CASES 
•50 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
•REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS 

Goldberg & Lustig, Esqs 

188 Montague Street, 5th Floor 

(718) 858-4250 

"We fight hard for you!" 


SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION 

Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 


PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 
Automobile - Construction - Products 
General Negligence 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 

The Wool worth Building 
233 Broadway - Suite 950 
New York, NY 10279 

GSGennarelli@Salsack.com 


MERCHANDISE 
AND SERVICES 

To advertise please call (718) 834-9350 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• tax planning and preparation 

• accounting, auditing 

• advisory services 

• co-op and condo management 

Park Slope Office 

718-788-391 3 


catch 

coldP 

Call the TECH VET! 

HE MAKES HOUSE CALLS! 
Flat Rate and Hourly Service 
MAC Specialist 

646-932-3744 

Yes, that's a local call ! UFN 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 

Firewall Protection - Network Installation 
(wired and wireless), Virus and Spyware 

Repair and General Maintenance, On-site 
Service - Se habla espanol. Free estimate. 

(917) 415-6807 
www.praxisinfo.biz 




Merchandise For Sale 

Computers 


t □ HE "rc 


for $299. Call (718) 833-0859. 


Merchandise Wanted 


jfiU Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

m LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

21 7 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


SLOPE MUSIC 


718-768-3804 A3C 


5 String Banjo 
Lessons 

BLUEGRASS, ROCK AND FOLK 
FUN, SYSTEMATIC, EFFECTIVE TEACHER 
Performing Player - 
with the band CITI GRASS 
Beginners a Specialty 
Located in Cobble Hill 

Call Sandy at (718) 923-5657 


To Advertise in 
The Brooklyn Papers 

Call (718) 834-9350 


JOBS 


Help Wanted 


Executive Asst 

Brooklyn elected public offical 
seeks an energetic Executive 
Assistant. Responsibilities in- 
clude maintaining the princi- 
pal's schedule, heavy phone 
contact and written correspon- 
dence and other duties 
assigned by the principal or 
the Office Manager. The work- 
day often extends past 
5:00pm. Preferred qualifica- 
tions include a Bachelor's 
degree, knowledge of 
Brooklyn. Salary: High $20s 
with excellent benfit package. 
If interested, call (718) 238- 
6044. 


Help Wanted 


Cook/Porter 

Fine Dining American Cuisine 
Restaurant looking for line 
cook or a porter. Fax resume 
to: (718) 230-5926 or call (718) 
230-5925. 


To Advertise in 
The Brooklyn Papers 
Classifieds Section 
please call 

(718) 834-9350 


Income Opptys 


any of these ads. Under NO circum- 
acct, license or credit card numbers. 


Post Office Now Hiring 

Average Pay $20/hour or $57K/annually 

including federal benefits and overtime. 
Paid training and vacations. 

1 (800) 584-1775 

USWA 

REFERENCE # P5802 


CADNET 

Classified AD NETwork 


It is advised that you research all companies before responding to any of these ads. Under NO 
circumstances should you send money in advance or give out your checking acct, license or 
credit card numbers. Long distance rates may apply 


is + candy. $4995. 1-800-807^6485. 


UB Funding. 1-800-594-3029. ww 


Operators! AVOID DEADLINES! Lisl 


FINANCIAL II MISCELLANEOUS 


Operators! AVOID DEADLINES! Listings, 1-800-270- 


HEALTH & FITNESS 




COMPANY EXPANDING in 




120. FREE Digital Video Recorders to new 


Adult High School Diploma at h 


LOTTODAY!! 1-888-811-2158. 


) GIBSON LES PAUL GUITARS! Especi; 

D'Angelico, Rickenbacker.Stromberg, Ephiphone. (19C 
1 970's) TOP DOLLAR PAID! Old FENDER AMPS! It's ea 
Call toll free 1-866-433-8277 CALL TODAY. 


LEGAL NOTICES 








(718) 270-7508, or the Consultant. Sectior 


VIY Downstate Medical Center 




NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SSIS SECURITY & SPE- 
CIAL SERVICES LLC. Arts, of Org filed with Secy, of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 12-19-06, loc: Kings County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall process to c/o the 
LLC, 516 Hegeman Ave., 3B, Brooklyn, NY 11207, prin- 
ciple business address. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

Notice is hereby given of the formation of Global 
Pricing Analytics LLC. Articles of formation were filed 
with the office of the New York State Secretary of State 
on September 6, 2006. The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of Global Pricing Analytics LLC for 
purposes of making legal service of process. The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any process 
served upon him/her for the LLC to Alfred B. Arterburn, 
481 81st Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209. The purpose of 
the LLC is any legal purpose. It will operate for an indef- 
inite duration. The company will operate out of an 
office located at 481 81st Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209. 


home 

IMPROVEMENT 

CLASSIFIEDS 

continued from Home Improvement page 


Rubbish Removal 



Industrial 

Arco 

Equipment Corp 

57-52 49th Place 
Maspeth, NY 11378 
:el: 718 366-4900 fax: 718 497-51 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


RESIDENTIAL & Serving All 

COMMERCIAL of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 


Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONTRACTORS 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call: 718-893-4006 



LICENSED & INSURED 


* JC TREE SERVICE * 

Serving all the 5 Boroughs *«» 

FREE estimates All Phase of Tree Work 

• Tree Removal * Free Load 

senior * Stump Of Wood 

discount Grinding Chips 

• Pruning 


COMMERICAL • RESIDENTIAL 


718 896 2158 ^1 


Rubbish Removal 


v EAGLE 

sF Rubbish Removal Inc. 

www.EagleRubbishRemoval.com 

(718) 871-0997 

Residential * Commercial 


O GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 

We Do All The Loading & Clean-Up 


• On-Time Service • Up-Fron 


nolitii 




All Size Containers 
Serving the Community 
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

6 7 - 7 8 2 2 4 
CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
10th year with The Brooklyn Papers 

mmmm 


Upholstery 




Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of wine 1 
Custom Window Installatio 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Wood Stripping 



CALL (718) 783-4112 





lu Cellar i 


1LZ* 




™TI i ■- ur fiiii.it ..Ml*-- - . 

me UNparlniiff 



DONATE YOUR 
VEHICLE 

And Help 

Disadvantaged Children! 


Tax Deductible. Same Day 
or Next Day Pick up. 
RUNNING OR NOT 
Call for info 

CHILDREN'S LITERACY FUND 

800-339-7790 






























































December 30, 2006 


The Brooklyn Papers • www.BrooklynPapers.com 


AWP 15 


^s»s HOME IMPROVEMENT 


• VIOLATIONS REMOVED • 
• BASEMENT & CELLAR 
LEGALIZATIONS • 

Renovations/Enlargments/Residential 
Decks/Industrial/Commercial Design 
Years of Quality Service & Experience 


JUST 

/^Architecture 


r (718)855-1237 


Bathrooms, Kitchen & Tile 


John 

Costelloe 


in Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Fas #(718) 987-3935 




fp 

Installations of 
All Ceramic Tile, 

>> Custom& 

^ Commercial 


Carpentry Plus 


Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251 


Carpet Cleaning 



Cleaning Services 


Attentive Domestics 





A&K 
Tile Studio 

Kitchen and bath designers on staff 


336 9th Street ° p ^AK*]frfL™ eek 

(bet. 5th and 6th Aves.) Bklyn, NY Mon thm p ri . 10:00am _ 6:30 

(718) 369-6873 Sat: 10am -5pm- Sun 11am -5 pm 


Cleaning Services || Cleaning Services 


ENLIGHTENED MfHurpk 1 s Jlaihs U 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


DECKS 

by Bart 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 


We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


NAM ■— 

DEMOLITION 

Hassle Free! We Do It All! 
No Permit! No Dumpster! 

Ne Labor Needed! 


Special Events & 
Weddings 


Landscape Design/Build 

elegant & creative floral 
arrangements & decor 



Call Nick (718) 331-3210 



We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• We charge by the job, not by the hour 

• Our trucks are stocked with thousands of parts, 
so 90% of the work is done on the spot. 

of older homes built before 1980 

• 100% money back guarantee. 

• Mention this ad and save $25. 

I Christopher John Call 718-389-9898 
Electrical Inc. www.ChristJon.com 


Contractors 


-JC 

HOME IMPROVEMENT INC. 


Full Interior Renovations - Basements - Kitchens - Bathrooms 
Marble Tiles - Stone Tiles - Kitchen Cabinets - Granite 
Counter Tops - Oak Floors - Ornamental Molding & Medallion 
- Doors - Custom Closets - Finished work - Decks 


Email: info@jabezhomeimprovement.co 


C^AvantT^> 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

• Bathrooms Jobs are Owner Supervised "Roofing 

.r.udAmifihW 1 • Siding 

We have been -windows 

doing a great job '“f 

for over ten years • Dormers 

• Roof Raisers 

718-375-8292 


Lie# 1157104 


Joseph Prestia 

General Contracting Heating & Mechanical 


A Full Service Contracting 
company with Heating Expertise 

Completely Remodeled • Kitchen & Finished 

(718) 382-7648 • (917) 796-0063 


before you’re left out in the COLD. 
A simple Heating system check up 

NOW can save you thousands of 
dollars later. 




American Eagle 
Construction Corp. 


Home Improvement - Interior & Exterior 
• Demolition & Renovation • Painting/Removing 

• Brick Work • Brownstone Repair 

• Roofing Jobs • Stucco • Sheetrock 

• Tile Roor Work • Cement Work 

• Kitchen • Bathrooms, Basements & More! 

Tel: 718-413-6003 
718-506-6115 

americaneagleconstruction@yahoo.com 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, Drywall, 
Painting, Tile Work & Window 
Surfaces 

Call (718) 450-1851 

X: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 

Fully Insured • Lic#5 34440 


Waterproofing, Roofing, Brick Pointing 
ALL KINDS OF MASONARY WORK 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

917-519-4476 

License 917-674-1673 Insured 



Excel Builders 

& Renovators Inc. 


(718) 624-5300 

Restoration* Baths • Kitchens 
Brownstone Renovations 

www.excelbuilds.com 


, Chris Mullins |§ 

I General Contracting 


71 8-276-8558*30. 


Yahoo Restoration Corp. 

Residential • Commercial 


No Job Too Big or Too Small 
Free Estimates • Please Call Mike 

O: (718) 251-5575 • C: (347) 403-4654 


Now Online '^apSB.c 


STONEHENGE 

Construction Group 

Our Services Include: 

Painting & Plastering 
Kitchens & Baths 
Tiling & Wood Flooring 
Basements & Closets 

Replacement Windows & More 


(917) 974-3625 


Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 


l the down 


s of fine 


Contmuin 
craftsmanf 
Brooklyn £ 

Specializing in all phases 

OE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS 
Complete Rehabs • Kitchens 
Baths • Finished Basements 
Painting • Plastering 
All Floors and Tile 
Finish Carpentry 
15th yr with The Brooklyn Papers 
License #HICID99974 and Insured 

718-979-0913 


MELODY 

Construction NY Inc. 

Interior & Exterior General Contractor 

• Brownstone Specialist • Extensions 

• Roofing • Painting • Siding • Stucco 

• Steam Cleaning • Brick • Masonry 

ALL KINDS OF CEMENT WORK 

FREE EST. Ask For “AZAD” 
(718) 633-5249 
(917) 302-1397 

Fully Licensed & Insured 


Pisgah Builders Inc. 

VIOLATIONS REMOVED 

•Kitchen & Baths Renovated • Repairs • 
Painting • Ceramic Tiles 

HHll 

FREE (718) 567-7496 
EST (917)687-5841 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small ” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 
Carpentry • Sheetrock 
Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 
Cement Work 
License # 904813 • Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 


CM0 HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

• Fin. Basements • Kitchens 

• Bathrooms • Framing 

• Sheetrock • Doors 

• Plastering • Decks 

• Retaining Walls • Painting 

• Hardwood Flooring • Pergo 

• Ceramic Tile • Windows 
All Masonary Work; 

Brick Work & Pointing 


(917) 400-6028 


Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 

Kitchens, Baths, Closets and Offices, 
ing, tiling, carpentry, and more 

The Total Contractor 

Total reliability 

- prompt, kept scheduling 

Total experience 

Total back-up 

- advice and guidance 

Insured, Bonded, License: #1190150 


Total Property Services, Inc. 

917-682-0085 

Dorothy 


B®BTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORR 


www.BobTekElectrical.com 
We Install or Repair Everything Electric 

“LL" 0 "--— 1 -888-BO BTEK- 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


ALECTRA inc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 

Over 10 years with The Brooklyn Papers 


■ 

FIREWOOD 


For Quick, Personal Service 
and Competitve Rates Call: 
Franks Firewood (718) 641-8673 


FIREWOOD 

TREE SERVICE 

All Seasoned Hardwood 

- Premium - 

(718) 954-4105 


Floor Maintenance 


Master Flooring 

Installation Sanding Finishing 
All Kinds of Hardwood Floors 
$2.50/SF 

Lamination Floor $1.25/SF 

Call Tim (347) 278-0331 



ANY HOUSE 

EXTERMINATING INC. 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Rodents • Roaches • Fleas 
• Water Bugs • Bed Bugs 

Use The Company with the Scientific Approach 

(718) 443-9134 

wwwAnyHouseExterminator.com 

Don’t Be Bugged, Call NOW! 


Floor Maintenance H Gardening 


HXTREME 

Hardwood Floois 


718-972-1984 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 


dig 

gardening*-^ 


479 Atlantic Ave. (bet. 3rd & Nevins) 

(646) 489-5181 

www.gardendig.com 


KBM Contracting 

Bathrooms • Carpentry 


FREE ESTIMATE 

(718) 763-0379 



FREE ESTIMATES 
FULLY INSURED 

SURE THING 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Painting • Carepntry • Masonry • Plastering Restoration 
Paper Hanging • Ceramic Tile Work • Stone Gardening 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE • ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Robert 718-249-6928 • rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


Handyman II Movers (Licensed) 


CALL NED 


ig • Roofing • Sheetrock 


Movers (Licensed) 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

TOP HAT MOVERS 
718-965-0214 • 718-622-0377 


Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


, NO HEAT... NO PROBLEM 

i We ’ll Start Your Boiler 

• Circulator Pumps 

• Aquastats • Pilot or Electronic 

• Zone Valves Ignition etc. 

Boilers & Water Heaters Sales & Installations 

Ron: 917-578-8490 / Joseph: 718-382-7648 



Movers (Licensed) 


| MOVING YOUR WA Y 

Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Movers (Licensed) II Painting 


M 


TIP 
TOP 

MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 

' 718 484-7514" 


pna 

[j Interiors 

Painting • Plastering 
Decorative Surfaces • Paper Hanging 
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 
www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING 


718-921-6176 


Painting 
$100 per room 


Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 9214932 


SUNSHINE ,n 

NYS Registered 1974 Painter 

718-748-6990 

Painting -'plaster • Sheetrock 

Guaranteed Lowest Prices 
Bonded • Insured • Lie# 0933304 

www.sunshinepaintingny.com 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


Low Price \ 

feefLfencer ^ ^ 

718-439-7309 


FOR ALL YOUR 
PLUMBING NEEDS 

Installation & Repairs of: 


RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL 

Edward’s Est. issi 

Contracting Co. 

718 757 5693 


Jennifer Mechanical* 

a Pipins & Heating Company 
Commercial 26/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE Residential 
All Plumbing Repairs & Replacement 

Waterlines & Sewer lines Replaced 8, Repaired 
Water Heaters & Boiler Installation Repair 8. Service 

♦ Clogged Drains <• High Velocity Jetting 
❖ In-Line TV inspection 

Toll Free: 866 554 3329 Local: 718 769 5400 


ZAV PLUMBING & HEATING LLC 


Residential (718) 332-8511 Commercial 

air • Oil to Gas Conversion • Radiant Heating Design 
Hot Water Heaters Replaced • Boiler Controls & Trouble Shooting 
• All Types of Heating Systems & Radiators Installed & Repaired 
il Boiler Inspection • Violations Removed • Water Or Gas Leaks Repaired 

d (718) 332-8511 LIC #2011 


ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

* Fully Licensed & Insured * 

* Complete Expert Plumbing, 


* Watermains & Sewers 


* 24/7 Emergency Service * 

(718) 273-1388 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
W >1 Plumbing ^ m 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Project Managers 


SEAMUS 


AND ASSOCIATES 

Professional Project 
Managers 


eels are delivered on time & on budget. 

212.431.7175 

www.sghenchy.com 


MORE Home Improvement Classifieds on other classifieds page 


Mark's Roofing 

All types of roofing 
1 5 years experience 

(718) 477-6191 
(917) 498-6591 


Roofing 

Residential & Commercial 

ing membranes, EPDM & hot asphalt 
built roofing system. 

Riggs Construction 
fTI (718) 398-6423 WT 
— . (917) 578-1414 HI 


Specializing in Finding & 
Repairing Problem Leaks 

fiLL TYPES OF ROOFING 

• Skylights • Siding • Gutters 

Oven 25 Vf&vta, Sxfieniettce 
Zb Roof genttfaxitoMa, 

718 2091584 

Fully Insured & Bonded 

EDWARD'S CONTRACTING CO. 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 

Excellent References Available 
License #0831318 

19th year with Brooklyn Papers 

718 - 646-4540 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


BENSON ROOFING HOME IMPROVEMENT CORP. 

13 yrs guaranteed on all roofs 












































